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Introduction 


It is fitting that the history of St. Peter's Church be written at this 
time. Since the number of persons who have recollection of the steps 
which led to the church’s establishment, fifty-three years ago, is few. 
to delay longer would likely result in the loss of many interesting de- 
tails. Although it has not been easy to learn of all of them, the Book 
Committee feels satisfied that it has recorded the significant events 
Inasmuch as footnotes are not feasible in a book of this sort, refer- 
ences to source material, where made, are in the text. 


The founding of St. Peter's was a natural development of the West 
Essex community as it was in 1893. The time and location of its es- 
tablishment, combined with the zeal of its founders, assured success 
to the church from the start. Its continued success has been, and is, 
due to the character and quality of its leaders and to the loyalty of its 
parishioners. The fact that the church has been of spiritual and social 
value to the community has, over the years, inspired the loyalty of an 
unusually large proportion of its citizens. It is hoped that those who 
read this history will gain a clear concept of why and how this is so 
and that they will also come to realize, and to face, the problems to 
be solved in order to make the church continue to serve a growing 
parish. 


The committee acknowledges, with thanks, the aid of all those who 
have contributed to the creation of this commemorative book of the 
Fiftieth Anniversary of St. Peter's Church. Especially, appreciation is 
due the Reverend James McKeown, who, while curate at St. Peter's, 
gathered material from the church records, which has been of much 
value; and to Mrs. Robert C. Dawson for her valued assistance in 
preparing the copy for the printer. 


Fiftieth Anniversary Book Committee: 
Cyrus F. Smythe, Chairman 
Margaret Jordan McBrair 
Betty Ruth Ori 
Helen C. Woolley 


June 1, 1947. 
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The Seal of St. Peter’s Church 


Heraldic Description 


The shield was adopted at the annual meeting of the parish onTuesday, 
December 17, 1946, as the official seal of St. Peter's Church, Essex 
Fells, N. J. The design of the seal was created by Mildred Bakley, of 
Montclair, N. J.. a recognized authority on heraldry. 


SHiELD— Quarterly; Ist, gules, the keys of St. Peter in saltire or; 2nd, 
or, a peacock in its pride proper; 3rd, argent, a four leaf clover vert; 
4th, azure, a mailed hand couped at the wrist argent, holding the 
atin cross or. Overall the cross of St. Peter gules. 


ABOVE THE SHIELD— The Chi Rho or. 

The predominant color is red because our patron saint, ot. beter, 
was martyred. The outside border of the seal contains the title of the 
church with Roman numerals, in the bottom, designating the date of 
the establishment of the parish. The three crosses patee represent 
the Trinity. Looking at the seal one sees one of the most ancient 


symbols of Christ, the Chi Rho on a field of virgin blue. 


The shield below the Chi Rho is divided into four parts. The first 
part of the shield is red and contains the keys in saltire, a symbol of 
St. Peter. The second part is gold with a peacock which was taken from 
the seal of the Diocese of Newark. The third part is silver on which is 
placed a four leaf clover, a part of the official seal of Essex Fells. The 
fourth part is blue and contains a mailed fist holding a cross, symbolizing 
the fighting parson, James Caldwell, for whom Caldwell was named. 
The shield tells us that this is a Christian Church, named St. Peter's 
in the Diocese of Newark, serving the people of Essex Fells and the 
Caldwells. 
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DHAESRIGHT REV bREMT 
BENJAMIN M. WASHBURN, D.D. 
Bishop 


Diocese of Newark 





Diocese of Newark 
24 Rector Strect 
Newark 2,2). J. 


Bishop 


My dear friends of St. Peter's Church: 


The Fiftieth Anniversary of your Parish gives 
you good cause for thanksgiving. God has abundantly 
blessed your effort to increase the scope and the 
effectiveness of the ministrations of St. Peter's 
Church, You have grown in numbers and, I trust, in 
grace. Your financial resources have increased 
manifold and, again I trust, your spiritual resources 
have in like manner been multiplied. I join with you 
in gratitude to God for His blessing upon your work. 


Joined with your gratitude there is in your minds 
the consciousness of the obligation which rests upon 
you to plan for the still greater effectiveness of the 
Parish, The enlargement of its facilities for work 
and worship cannot long be postponed. You are fortunate 
in the leadership which your Rector gives, and he is 
fortunate in the loyalty of the people whom he serves. 

I have every confidence that in the years that lie ahead 
you and he together will with God's help build such a 
Parish that its influence will be more and more widely 
felt. 


God give you vision and courage! 


Faithfully your bishop, 


Vere, Fy Vanes. 
eee a 
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THE RIGHT REVEREAS 
THEODORE R. LUDLOW #8Ea 


Suffragan Bishop 


Diocese of Newark 
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DIOCESE OF NEWARK 
TWENTY-POUR RECTOR STREET 
NEWARK, 2, NEW JERSEY 


RT. REV. THEODORE R. LUDLOW, D.D., 


SUFFRAGAN BisHoP 


December 25, 1946 


To the Parishioners of St. Peter's Church, Essex Fells: 


There oan be no more fitting celebration of Christmas 
Day than to offer congratulations and good wishes to one's 
fellow workers when they are doing a grand job. The fact 
that you are about to celebrate your Fiftieth Anniversary 
gives me an opportunity to express to you my appreciation 
of your loyalty. 


The fact of your loyalty to the Church of Christ is 
growing more and more evident to the communities of Essex 
Fells and of Caldwell, as well as to the Diocese of Newark. 
Your fellow Churchmen are proud of the service which your 
parish is rendering to the cause of Christian fellowship in 
these difficult and strategic days. Hearty congratulations 
upon fifty years of increasingly effective service on behalf 
of the Kingdom. May God inspire, strengthen and guide you 
all as you plan for and press forward into the years ahead. 


Faithfully yours, 
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THE REVEREND 
HAROLD R. ONDERDONK 
Rector 


St. Peter's Church 
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Rev'd Haanorp R. ONvDERDONK, Rector 


Saint Peter’s Church 
Caldfell - Kssex Fells 
Essex Fells, N. J- 


249 RosELaND Ave., Essex Fevts, N. J. Fiftieth Annibersary 


Rev’p Davm N. Kiaxsy, Rector Emeritus 
Rev’p JoHN F. HAMBLIN, Jr., Curate 


1896 - 1946 





June 26, 1947 


Dear Parishioners: 


It is thrilling to commemorate the 
fifty years of service that our parish has 
completed in the work of the church. To look 
backward and review the steady growth of 
St. Peter's is gratifying. We may feel just- 
ifiably proud that we are privileged to carry 
on the extension of Christ's Kingdom in our 
community. 


I thank all of you who have given 
so much of your time and effort in arranging 
a suitable celebration of our Golden Anniversary. 
Certainly for the Committee, as well as for my- 
self, I wish to express to you and all our 
parishioners, our appreciation of the loyal and 
generous support that you have given our 
Jubilee. 


The past and present are but the pro- 
logue of the future. Now is not the time to 
rest satisfied upon a record of achievement. 

The world needs Christ and His Church more to- 
day than ever before. A strengthened Church 

ig the only hope in a world of turmoil. On 

the foundation of the past let us build together 
for the future. 


Faithfully yours, 


Rector 
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Prior to 1896 


The community known as The Horse 
Neck Tract, which included what is now 
the Caldwells and Essex Fells, New 
Jersey, the area served by St. Peter's 
Church, was opened for settlement in 
1699; the settlers were principally En- 
glish, from Newark, and Dutch, from 
Bergen. ‘““The early Dutch settlers in 
Horse Neck followed the streams; the 
English climbed over the mountains. 
The Dutch found in the level plain 
which is now Clinton and Fairfield a 
land much to their liking” (Benjamin 
Robert Norwood: Old Caldwell—A 
Retrospect, 1699-1926). Norwood, who 
wrote one of the few histories of West 

C. W. LEAVITT Essex, continued: “Both the Dutch and 

the English, at least those first settlers 

in Horse Neck, were firm believers in religion.” The Dutch Reformed 

Church was founded in 1720 in a log building in Fairfield (Caldwell 

Township). At that time they also established a school, in which only 

Dutch was spoken. And Berry (An Historical Survey of the First 

Presbyterian Church of Caldwell, New Jersey, by the Reverend C. T. 

Perry, Pastor, January 1, 1871) says: “Up to the year 1800, preaching 
in Fairfield was almost exclusively in the Dutch language.’ 





“No effort. was made,’ says Norwood, “by the English to establish 
a church society in the Horse Neck tract until 1770, one hundred four 
years after the founding of Newark and seventy-one years after the 
opening of the tract for settlement.’ Beginning that year services were 
conducted “ in private homes and in barns’ by various ministers, in- 
cluding the Reverend James Caldwell of Elizabeth, who ‘gained the 
name ‘Fighting Parson’ from the active part which he took during 
The War and his exploit in the battle of Springfield.’ Caldwell “was 
murdered, as was also his wife, just before the war ended in 1783.” 
The seal of St. Peter's Church symbolizes the “Fighting Parson” as 
the mailed fist holding a cross. Caldwell preached to citizens who 
had, in 1744, participated in the famous Horse Neck Riots, in Newark, 
thereby offering armed resistance to the English government thirty-two 
years before the Declaration of Independence. 


On December 5, 1784, the First Presbyterian Society of Horse Neck 
was formed with forty members. It is noteworthy that this small church 
group, by a vote of the congregation on February 19, 1787, gave 
Caldwell Borough its name, in honor of James Caldwell. Berry explains: 
“The name at first applied only to the bounds of the congregation; 
eleven years later it was given to the Township.” 


Caldwell itself became a borough in 1892, and was incorporated as 
such in 1902; it nearly doubled its population between those dates. 
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Essex Fells station of Caldwell Railroad (later Erie) as it appeared 
when first services of St. Peter’s Church were held in it. 


On the Caldwell Green stands a monument upon which is superim- 
posed a cannon and on which is inscribed: 


le rusiC hei) i Behl 


GCALDWELE; 


Formerly part of Herseneck Tract: Bought of Indians, 1701-2: Had 35 
Families in 1716: Named in 1798 in honor of Rev. James Caldwell, of 
Elizabethtown, who was one of the first to preach the Gospel in this 
region, was a Chaplain in Washington's army, and was killed by a 
British bullet: Washington stopped here overnight: Grover Cleveland 
born here March 18, 1837: Caldwell Borough organized, 1892. 


Other denominations established churches between 1784 and 1893, 
the date of the beginning of St. Peter's, first Episcopal Church in the 
area. Actually, the First Presbyterian was itself another denomination 
for a long period. A ‘‘Mr. Shepherd,” its first ‘‘stated minister,” lasted 
only six months but seems to have had considerable influence. Says 
Berry: ‘He was a very decided Congregationalist, and may have had 
a part in bringing about the change in the form of government of the 
church. In October of 1785, ten months after the organization of the 
church, the congregation formally adopted the Congregational form 
of government, and under this form passed the first forty-six years 
of its existence; viz, until April 25th, 1831, when it became Presbyterian 
again, and connected itself with the Presbytery of Newark, of which 
it still forms a part.’ 


In the Trinity Cathedral Anniversary Book it is recorded that on 
January 6, 1760, Isaac Browne, first rector of Trinity Episcopal Church 
(Newark) on his return from Morris County “stopped at a place called 
Horseneck and preached a sermon and baptized eight children.’ Other 
than this reference to the rector of Trinity Church (now Trinity 
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Cathedral) we find no record of Episcopal services in West Essex 
until the start of St. Peter's in the part of Caldwell Township later 
to become Essex Fells. When, in 1887, Charles W. Leavitt purchased 
the estate of General William Gould from the general's son, Nathaniel 
Gould, the time was opportune for the establishment of an Episcopal 
Church, the nearest one then being St. Luke's in Montclair. In 1850 
there were, in Old Caldwell (West Essex), one Dutch Reformed, 
one Presbyterian, three Methodist and three Baptist churches. As 
early as 1845 Baptist services were held in Caldwell village, and in 
1850 two other Baptist churches and one Methodist church were organ- 
ized. St. Peter's was a late comer among West Essex churches. 


A partial explanation of the lateness in the organization of an 
Episcopal Church may be found in the preponderance among the early 
settlers of persons of the Dutch Reformed and Presbyterian faiths. 
It was literally true, prior to 1806, when ‘King’ Crane constructed 
the Big Road (a turnpike later becoming Bloomfield Avenue), that the 
settlers had to climb “over the mountains,’ this area being almost 
completely inaccessible. That the Dutch Reformed (1720) and the 
First Presbyterian (1784) churches were established prior to the con- 
struction of the Big Road, while the area was thus isolated, indicates 
a strong tendency of the population towards these two faiths. At the 
time of the dedication of its church house in 1796 the First Presbyterian 
membership was one hundred eighteen; in 1806, says Berry, ‘so 
crowded was the church that the aisles were occupied.’ When he 
wrote in 1871—twenty-two years before St. Peter's—he could say 
“over two thousand one hundred and fifty souls hopefully converted to 
God! What a record for thankfulness!” This church (Congregational 
for its first forty-six years) drew to itself a large membership and 
remained strong. Its strength over the years and, more remotely, that 
of the Dutch Reformed, made the need for other churches less pressing. 


But if these facts delayed the establishment of a church of the 
Episcopal faith, there were four factors which finally did combine to 
bring St. Peter's into being in 1893: (1) the growing need of a church 
of the Episcopal faith; (2) the start of railroad service, giving assur- 
ance of population growth; (3) the insistence of Mrs. Leavitt and 
others for a church; and (4) Mr. Leavitt's vision of the church as a 
practical asset in the furtherance of his plans to develop the community. 


According to Norwood, Mr. Leavitt was a noted landscape archi- 
tect. The Caldwell News (published in Verona by the Walker Farm. 
Newark home for boys) of February 20, 1904, in a biography at the 
time of his death, said that Mr. Leavitt, born in New York City on 
February 12, 1836, and president of the ore and metal importing firm 
of C. W. Leavitt & Co. of New York, had organized, with John 
R. Fells of Philadelphia, the Suburban Land Company and had 
founded the community of Essex Fells. At his death he was a member 
of the Borough Council of Caldwell and of the First Presbyterian 
Church. Miss Cecilia Leavitt, his daughter, now resides in the old 
Gould home opposite the Essex Fells municipal center. To her we are 
indebted for much of the information about the early history of. St. 
Peter's: fifty-three years ago the first Sunday service was held in the 
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Essex Fells railroad station (this was first the Caldwell Railroad, 
later the Erie), read by Bertram Alexander Randall, her brother-in- 
law; the faithful carried chairs from their homes to the station; her 
mother, as equally ardent an Episcopalian as was her father a Presb- 
byterian, later went to call on Dr. Frederick B. Carter, the rector of 
St. Luke's in Montclair, who, at her request, sent lay readers for the 
next three years. Miss Leavitt says that J. Brinton White, whose 
great-grandfather was William White, the second American Epis- 
copal Bishop, had much to do with the origin of St. Peter's; that the 
railroad station was built by her father’s land company on the west 
side of the tracks, opposite the location of the present station. It is still 
there, having been moved back from the tracks and remodeled as a 
residence. Actually, the building was designed to serve both as a rail- 
road station and as a church building until a church could be erected. 
Church services were held in it for the first time on June 25, 1893, 
a few months after the railroad was extended from Caldwell to Essex 
Fells, train service having been opened to Caldwell on Monday, August 
3, 1891. (Although Norwood says regular passenger service was 
opened to Caldwell on “Monday, August 3, 1892,” a newspaper 
clipping, bearing pencil notation of August 3, 1891, reports the first 
train’s leaving Caldwell at ‘7:02, Monday morning,’ with one hundred 
one passengers, its departure ‘cheered by a large crowd of enthusiastic 
spectators’; the calendar shows that Monday, August 3, came in 1891 
and not 1892.) 


A newspaper clipping (probably in 1894 or 1895) says “at the Cald- 
well Presbyterian Church at noon today Miss Sarah Allibone Leavitt, 
daughter of C. W. Leavitt, of Caldwell, and Walter Turle, of Duluth, 
Minn., were married by the Rev. Richard Hayward, rector of St. James’ 
Episcopal Church, Upper Montclair.” The daughter was married in a 
Presbyterian Church by an Episcopal minister. No doubt the railroad 
station was not a suitable place for this wedding for more reasons 





Old Essex Fells Scene 
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than that a ‘special train over the Erie road brought a large number 
of guests from New York and Philadelphia, including ex-~Mayor 
Hewitt, of New York.” 


Says Miss Leavitt: her father gave the lot on which the church 
building was erected in 1896; St. Peter's Church in Philadelphia gave 
the first altar linens, through Mr. White; Appleton Grannis was_the 
first minister; her father was interested in developing the Essex Fells 
community as a residential section and her mother was reluctant to 
come to live in the new development without an Episcopal church 
nearby. There were others, in Essex Fells and Caldwell, who shared 
this desire with Mrs. Leavitt. Many of the early Essex Fells residents 
were Episcopalians from Philadelphia. They and those Caldwell res- 
idents who had found it necessary to go a distance to worship in a 
church of their faith joined together to found St. Peter's. 


Thus it was that our church was started, at a time when there were 
only eight residences on Roseland Avenue, old farm houses. Among 
them were the one in which Miss Leavitt now lives (the General 
William Gould home), the two Kent houses (one now the McBrair 
house: the other, part of the Rudolph property), the George Gould 
house (later the James Bowers stable, still later the Sylvester garage. 
and still later the home of George Goodwine, the present sexton of 


St. Peter's). 
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The Reverend Appleton Grannis 
Vicar 1896-1902 


The actual date of the beginning of 
an institution is often uncertain. We 
have seen that the start of St. Peter's 
was in 1893, the date used by the 
church itself when it celebrated its 
fortieth anniversary in 1933; that the 
time was ripe for the establishment of 
an Episcopal church. Time has demon- 
strated that the location was a happy 
one. Although Mr. Leavitt purchased 
the General Gould home in 1887 (the 
general had died in 1847 in his nine- 
tieth year, having served the First 
Presbyterian Church as elder “for the 
remarkably long period of sixty-three 
years’ —Berry), it was not until June 
25, 1893, six years later, that a lay 
reader, Dr. B. Alexander Randall, con- MR. GRANNIS 
ducted that first Episcopal service in 
the railroad station. (The Messenger account of the fortieth anniver- 
sary placed these first services in the Leavitt home parlor, and Jater in 
the railroad station. ) 


Services were read throughout the summer of 1893 by Robert Fulton, 
John P. Scholfield, A. E. Outerbridge, C. W. Leavitt, Jr., and Dr. 
Randall, all residents of the vicinity. By autumn the Reverend Dr. 
Frederick B. Carter of St. Luke’s, Montclair, took charge and, until the 
end of June, 1896, supplied lay readers and clergymen, among whom 
were D. A. Lindley, F. J. Halpin, Bayard Whitehorne, and the Messrs. 
Weir, Bostwick and Gordon, and J. E. Kern, a resident of Jamaica 
who was visiting Essex Fells. Many of these drove up from Montclair 
with horse and buggy for three years, rain or shine, missing only three 
Sundays between 1893 and 1896, due to severe storms. The collection 
plate was usually a man’s hat passed by a small boy. Beginning in 
September, 1894, the Reverend Claudius M. Roome, curate at. St. 
Luke’s, came to Essex Fells almost every month to administer the Holy 
Communion. The offerings at these early services met current expenses 
and left a surplus of $162.12 towards the erection of a church building. 
In the spring of 1896 J. Brinton White initiated a movement to ob- 
tain a clergyman and on July 3 the Right Reverend Thomas A. Starkey 
appointed Appleton Grannis, a young theological graduate, and a 
deacon, the first minister in charge of religious services at the Mission 
of St. Peter’s. Later he was also in charge of St. Agnes’ Mission in 
Little Falls, New Jersey, which he organized after coming to Essex 
Fells. Before he had completed his first year at St. Peter's Mr. Grannis 
was ordained a priest. 

Plans to erect a church building began to take form on the evening 
of July 9, 1896, at the residence of John P. Scholfield, in a meeting of 
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Mr. Grannis, who presided, Mr. Scholfield, Charles R. Leaycraft and 
J. Brinton White, who acted as secretary. On this occasion Mr. Grannis 
announced that he had taken steps to have the church organized as a 
mission of the Diocese of Newark (from the best information available, 
it is probable that St. Peter's was first considered a parochial mission 
of St. Luke’s). A motion was passed to transfer the church funds to 
a building fund; they decided not to spend more than $2,000 for a 
building, hoping to provide one for this sum which would seat no less 
than one hundred and no more than one hundred twenty-five persons, 
with a cellar only large enough for a furnace, to be erected on the plot 
of ground given to the church by C. W. Leavitt's land company. At 
the same time Mr. Leaycraft was authorized to arrange with William 
Whicher to run a stage from Caldwell and return for morning services 
during the summer. (The stage was owned by James Husk, livery- 


man, of Caldwell.) 
By September, 1896, the records show a building fund of: 


Cash-Onsbl and 2 ee ee Slovee 
@ashtromeMiss: Dug leva eee 2.00 
GashttromeMary Andrews. 5.00 
Cash from Entertainment at Caldwell 57.77 
@ash from Misses Goxce eee 400.00 
‘EotaleGashsons biancmaee eee $ 626.89 
Subscriptions: — 
Mr. and’ Mrs.Leaycraltee. eee $100.00 
MissmGoxeaee RO ne rs: ay 100.00 
Mre(Ghompson s.r eee 100.00 
Mr. and Mrs. J. Brinton White .......... 100.00 
Mreand™ Mrsy titotters 50.00 
Total tiie ere eee $ 450.00 
Grand = otal. eee $1,076.89 





The James H. Husk livery stable in Caldwell; stage coach in center 
was used by St. Peter’s. 
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Shortly thereafter the building committee, White, Charles P. Schol- 
field (the son), Leaycraft and C. W. Leavitt, Jr., selected Percy Griffin, 
architect, to design the church edifice, on condition that he would not 
receive his commission unless it could be built for $2,000. His plans 
having been accepted, Mr. Griffin went further and procured a person 
willing to lend the church $1,000 on mortgage. The committee finally ac- 
cepted the bid of Thomas Attridge to erect a building, cyprus shingles 
specified, and one of Charles E. Dodd, of $422, for the masonry and 
plastering. The matter of pews gave some trouble. The committee 
accepted a bid from Harlan and Hollingsworth for $130; this firm later 
said that it had made a mistake and refused to furnish the pews at 
that price. Hodden and Company then offered to furnish pews for 
$196 and add stalls for an additional $34. The Reverend David N. 
Kirkby, Rector Emeritus of St. Peter's, is authority for the information 
that the pews finally selected are similar in type to those in Trinity 


Church, New York. 


The cornerstone, on the northeast corner of the church, bears simply 
the date 1896”. In it were placed a descriptive letter, the first two 
paragraphs of which appear below, a daily paper and some United 
States coins. There is no record of the name or date of the daily paper, 
nor the value of the coins, but the entire contents of the letter are 
contained on pages 18 and 19 of the vestry minutes. 


“On this the 17th day of November, in the year of Our 
Lord 1896, Grover Cleveland being President of the 
United States, and J. W. Griggs being Governor of the 
State of New Jersey, there was laid the cornerstone of 
this St. Peter's Protestant Episcopal Church in Essex 
Fells, in the Township of Caldwell and in the County of 
Essex, and State of New Jersey. 


The service was conducted by the Rt. Rev. Thomas A. 
Starkey, D.D., Bishop of the Diocese of Newark, assisted 
by the Rev'd Appleton Grannis, Deacon in charge of the 
Parish. There were also present Rev'd F. B. Carter, of 
Montclair, C. M. Roome, Montclair and Revd John 
Keller, Bishop's Chaplain.” 


In early December, while the building was in progress, the committee 
came to the sad realization that its completion would require $2,900 
instead of the $2,000 they had so stoutly insisted upon. Mr. Leaycraft 
and Mr. White came to the rescue, agreeing to borrow $1,000 for the 
church upon their note, with the proviso that this note would be the 
first debt to be paid. With the building assured, Bishop Starkey, upon 
petition, made the congregation an organized mission under the name 
of ‘St. Peter’s Mission of Essex Fells, N. J.” and appointed J. Brinton 
White the first warden. Presumably, the mission paid the salary of 
Mr. Grannis; for the Journal of 1897, Diocese of Newark, is authority 
for the statement that the young mission was self-supporting from the 
starts Canonically, the difference between a church and a mission is 
that a church is not only financially self-supporting but contributes to 
the support of the diocese. From the outset St. Peter’s was well along 
to complete self-support, it having financed the erection of its own 
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The original church building, erected in 1896. 


house of worship and paid its clergy. Never at any time was St. 
Peter's a dependent mission. 


There seems to be some confusion about the origin of the name of 
our church. In the autumn of 1896, at a church meeting, it was resolved 
that the name of the church be “All Saints”, both that name and 
“Christ Church” having been submitted to the congregation. On No- 
vember 2, 1896, the church records state, “in accordance with verbal 
permission given since the last meeting by the members then present 
and as per message sent to Bishop Starkey, the name of the Mission 
at Essex Fells be changed from ‘All Saints to St. Peter's.” Another, 
and prior, record, October 30, 1896, says: “The name was changed 
from All Saints to St. Peter's as Bishop Starkey wrote that he would 
have been pleased if we had called it St. Peter's”; it is signed “J.B.W.” 

St. Peter’s records, December 25, 1896: 


“The first service was held this morning in St. Peter's 
Church, the Rev'd Appleton Grannis conducting the 
service assisted by Reverend Hannibal Goodwin of 


Newark.” 


This record is signed “Charles W. Leavitt, Jr., Clerk,” the son, whose 
father and mother had been instrumental in establishing St. Peter's. 
At the first annual meeting of the church, April 19, 1897, J. P. 
Scholfield was elected treasurer and Charles W. Leavitt, Jr., clerk. So 
it is that St. Peter's Church, when it celebrated its fiftieth anniversary 
on Christmas Day, 1946, and opened its Fiftieth Anniversary Program, 
of which this book is a part, was dating its beginning from: that 
Christmas Day in 1896, when the Reverend Appleton Grannis, as- 
sisted by the Reverend Hannibal Goodwin of Newark, conducted the 
first church service in the first church building of St. Peter's, three 
and one-half years to a day after the first service in the railroad sta- 
tion. The original building, consisting merely of a box-like structure, 
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including the steeple and steps, is still a part of the church, though 
five major alterations, additions and new acquisitions have materially 
changed the picture: (1) extension of the church to where it now joins 
the Parish House (1906); (2) the acquisition of the Rectory (1913); 
(3) the construction of the Parish House (which replaced the horse 
shed, 1923); (4) the remodeling and enlargement of the Parish House 
(1938); and (5) the acquisition of the Sylvester (formerly Bowers) 
property (1942). The entire property, including the Rectory and 
Church School House, is located within the block bounded by Borough 
Place (and a few feet on Runnymede Road), Roseland Avenue, Oak 
Lane and Wootton Road in the Borough of Essex Fells. 


The church got off to a good start; on Whitsunday, 1897, Bishop 
Starkey confirmed a class of fifteen. There are no notes between De- 
cember 5, 1896, and April 3, 1899, when, it is recorded, John P. 
Scholfield and C. W. Leavitt, Jr. were again elected treasurer and 
clerk. For the next four years (1900-1903), the annual meetings are 
all that are recorded; at them the same two men were re-elected. 


In 1902 the Reverend Appleton Grannis, much beloved by his con- 
gregation, submitted his resignation in order to become the assistant 
minister at St. Michael’s in New York City. 
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The Reverend Lents R. Levering 
Vicar 1903-1905 


The Reverend Lewis R. Levering was appointed by Bishop Starkey 
in 1903 to succeed Mr. Grannis. The diocesan records speak of him 
as ‘a missionary in charge of St. Peter's Mission’, with the title of 
Curate. The important event during this period was the consecration of 
St. Peter's by the Right Reverend Edwin S. Lines on June 26, 1904, 
Mr. Levering and Mr. Grannis assisting. The Caldwell News, July 2, 
1904, reported that St. Peter's was consecrated the previous Sunday 
morning and that the procession was headed by J. Brinton White: 
“Warden White read a statement from the officials of the church that 
no mortgage or other encumbrance was resting on the church and that 
the edifice would therefore be consecrated to the service of the 
Almighty God". At the consecration service it was announced that, 
by permission of the bishop, open communion should be encouraged 
at St. Peter's Church, thus providing the Blessed Sacrament to all those 
who have been baptized. At this early date the church's service to the 
entire community was thus emphasized. 


It was in the year of the consecration of St. Peter's that the new 
borough of Essex Fells had a tax rate of $1.35; the Kingsley School, 
founded in 1900, advertised that its tuition was $500 for boarding 
students and $100 to $150 for day pupils; the Caldwell National Bank 
was organized; electricity and gas were installed in Caldwell; a two 
room school was erected in Essex Fells; it had not been long since 
there was only one telephone in Caldwell (Hasler’s drugstore); and 
The Caldwell News affected the headings: “Caldwell Melange”, 
“Essex Fells Brieflets’, “West Caldwell Gossip”, “Livingston Hap- 
penings’, “Cedar Grove Chat” and “Verona Gleanings”. 


There were other developments as 
well. Mrs. Charles Leaycraft had con- 
stituted the entire choir from the 
time the church was erected, in 1896, 
to 1903 and one of J. Brinton White's 
children had played the organ. In 1903 
Samuel Mounteney and his family, de- 
voted churchmen, moved to Caldwell. 
Soon thereafter Mrs. Mounteney organ- 
ized a choir for St. Peter's, which prac- 
ticed in her home for weeks prior to 
its first appearance on Easter Sunday, 
1904. The space where the organ pipes 
now stand was occupied by the choir, 
which descended through a trap door 
to the cellar to vest. This was in the 





days of organ boys, and St. Peter's Tae REVEREND 
organ, played by Caroline Scholfield, Bishop Dineen 


was pumped by Roger Maxwell. 1903-1927 
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The Consecration Certificate 


“Mother Mounteney’’, as Mrs. Mounteney was affectionately called, 
continued as choir mother until that day, when, in the church, attending 
the annual meeting of December 5, 1943, she died. Her daughters, Mrs. 
Edward R. Nelson and Mrs. Ruth Muth, have carried on the family tra- 
dition. They, with Mrs. H. Iveson Nutt, Mrs. John H. Conover, Mrs. 
Robert Marsh and Mrs. Herbert Hold are currently choir mothers of 
St. Peter's. Mrs. Mounteney made all the original robes, and she and 
her daughters laundered the cottas over many years. Mr. Mounteney, 
the original choir director, later became a vestryman. Among the boys 
in the first choir were Henry Rudolph, Jr., John McCloud, Leon 
Hamilton, Raymond Hamilton, Tom Long and Harry Wilson. In 
The Messenger of February, 1944, are the names of one hundred 
eighty-seven boy choristers who served in St. Peter's choir from 1904 
to 1944; also named, in the same publication, are eleven adult members 
of the choir (1904-1944). Both lists are admittedly incomplete. 


The thirty-first annual Diocesan Convention reported that St. Peter's 
had contributed $13.07 to the Bishop’s fund for charitable purposes, 
presumably for the year 1905. St. Peter's was a self-supporting 


mission. 
T went y-three 


The Reverend R. W. E. Merington 
Rector 1905-1913 


In the middle of March, 1905, Mr. 
Levering resigned; Charles W. Leavitt, 
Jr., resigned as clerk; Bishop Lines ap- 
pointed the Reverend R. W. E. Mer- 
ington rector of St. Peter's. J. Brinton 
White resigned as warden and J. P. 
Scholfield was appointed by the Bishop 
to succeed him. At the foot of one of 
the pages of the church records is: 


The Rt. Rev. Edwin S. Lines, 
Bishop of the Diocese, appointed 
the Rev. R. W. E. Merimogton 
rector of St. Peter's Church, dat- 
ing from July 1, 1905. Mr. Mer- 
ington assumed active charge on 
August 1, 1905. 

Signed, A. L. Peirson, Clerk. 


MR. MERINGTON Miss Cecilia Leavitt tells us Mr. 
Merington was a jolly Irishman, a mer- 
ry, delightful person, a lover of beefsteak and everyone loved him. 
The above church record proved to be prophetic of a long period, 
thirty-nine years, of service to the church by A. Lawrence Peirson, who 
died December 27, 1944. The Messenger of February, 1945, was 
dedicated to the memory of his service to St. Peter's. Both he and Mrs. 
Mounteney lived to see the church grow from a small mission into the 
parish it is today. Mr. Peirson was elected clerk on December 4, 1905. 
at the first annual meeting of the church after the new rector’s arrival: 
Charles Leaycraft was elected treasurer. On Christmas Day, the ninth 
anniversary of the first service in the church building, Mrs. Jeanne 
Adele Jackson and her sisters, Mrs. Cecil and Mrs. Stearn, presented 
a Bible in remembrance of their parents. 





In 1906 the congregation was incorporated under the laws of the 
State of New Jersey as a church; a vestry was created; two wardens, 
Charles Leaycraft and J. P. Scholfield, and three vestrymen, A. L. 
Peirson, Wilfred Maxwell, father of the organ boy, and James Bowers, 
were elected. The incorporation of the church, the election rather than 
appointment of the warden by the bishop, and the creation of a vestry 
indicate that the change from mission to church status had been ac- 
complished by this date, giving validity to the title “rector” used by 
the bishop when the appointment of Mr. Merington was made (a rec- 
tor is called by a vestry). 


In June a movement was begun to enlarge the church building, the 
cost to be financed by mortgage, not to exceed $2,000, on the church 
property. Since the church building was declared free of debt. at the 
consecration in 1904, the lien could attach only to property other than 
the church proper. The vestry almost forgot to obtain the required 
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canonical consent; when it did, the mortgage was made to the One- 
Half Dime Savings Bank of Orange in 1906. For use in executing this 
mortgage a corporate seal was adopted, consisting of a circle within 
which were inscribed the words “St. Peter's Church, Essex Fells, N. J.” 
This seal remained official until December 17, 1946, when a new one, 
designed by Mildred Bakley, heraldry expert, was adopted by the 
congregation, a reproduction of which appears in another part of this 


book. 


On June 10, 1907, the treasurer's report showed a balance of 
$1,869.40, which so encouraged the newly created vestry that it doubled 
the salary of the organist from the munificent sum of one to two dollars 
a week, tendered to Mr. Merington a month’s vacation, the church 
to pay for a supply in his absence, and voted to purchase a “sign board 
with the name of the church and hours of the services printed thereon, 
to cost not exceeding $20.” In the fall the treasurer reported ‘that 
the annual subscription list now amounted to $1,870, ~***, with the 
balance on hand amounting to $1,132.01.” In that year (November 27) 
the vestry was enlarged from three to six, to serve with the two 
wardens. 


In the next year, 1908, the first sexton, a boy, was employed at four 
dollars a month. At the annual meeting ‘the polls remained open for 
one hour and the following ticket was unanimously elected: warden, 
Charles R. Leaycraft; vestrymen, A. L. Peirson, Samuel Mounteney; 
delegates to the Diocesan Convention, Edward C. Lyon, John P. 
Scholfield and Francis H. Peaty’. On December 6, 1909, the polls 
again open for an hour (a church canon), those elected were: warden, 


John P. Scholfield; vestrymen, Wilfred Maxwell and Edward C. Lyon. 


In 1910, the church funds being low, the vestry authorized the 
rector to request a reduction of its subscription for General and 





The extension of the church, 1906. The building in the rear is 
the horse shed, later replaced by the Parish House, 1923. 
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Diocesan Missions from $200 to $150. On December 5 it voted 
to abandon a project further to enlarge the church, for which sub- 
scriptions had been solicited. Presumably, this referred in part to 
the reconstruction of the chancel, for which work there had been 
placed in the Chancel Improvement Fund the sum of $400 in 1908. 
The treasurer was directed to return the subscriptions. John C. 
Burns then announced that he would recontribute his $2,100, to be 
used: $1,000 for payment on the church debt, $300 for current ex- 
penses and $800 as a fund to increase the salary of Mr. Merington 
from $1,200 to $1,400 a year for the ensuing four years, stipulating 
that should the rector leave the parish before the fund was ex- 
hausted, the remainder was to be paid to him or his heirs. Mr. 
Merington did resign on January 30, 1913, two years and two 
months after this generous contribution of Mr. Burns toward the 
increment of his salary. 


An important movement initiated by Mr. Merington was that 
of the Sunday School, started in 1905. Mrs. C. W. Leavitt, in the 
beginning, taught the entire school of five students: Edith, Ruth, 
Florence and Grace Mounteney and Janet Whicher, the latter 
being the daughter of the driver of the stage. The school met in the 
church; Ruth Mounteney was its first organist. Later, all four of the 
Mounteney girls were 
themselves to become 
Sunday School teach- 
ers. The school grew 
slowly at first, giving 
not too much prom-~- 
ise of the well staffed 
and efficient Church 
School of #toters 
wherein nearly three 
hundred fifty pupils 
are enrolled. 
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An Early Choir 
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Ea rly Statistics 


Offerings 


In the early days of St. Peter's there were many Sundays, when it 
rained or snowed, on which the plate collection amounted to less than 
two dollars. Mr. Grannis appeared on the scene prior to that first 
service in the new church on Christmas Day, 1896; his first record 
bears the date of July 5, that year, when the attendance (in the rail- 
road station) was thirty-five and the offering $5.75. On Thanksgiving 
it amounted to $13.15; the average Sunday offering from Mr. Grannis’ 
arrival until Christmas was $4.39. On Christmas Day, at the first 
service (the one we now commemorate) in the new church building, 
one hundred persons were present, who gave $21.50. The average 
did not perceptibly rise during 1897; curiously, at nine of the first ten 
services, the offering amounted to an even two dollars at each service. 
At the first anniversary service, Christmas, 1897, there were only thirty 
persons, whose total offering was $10.08. On the first Sunday of 1898 
it snowed; the offering was only $1.14. On the 20th day of February, 
it rained and there were six in the congregation. Mr. Grannis himself 
kept the records of his small flock. 


It was not until 1904, under Mr. Levering, that the church’s finances 
picked up; the offerings that year amounted to $448.99. Indicative of 
life in Essex Fells in those days, in contrast with later periods, is that 
one half of the yearly offerings were made in the four months of June 
through September: the residents of the parish did not go away for 
the summer. Actually, the area was itself a summer resort and, trans- 
portation not being what it is today, the people attended church more 
frequently in summer than winter. 


Mr. Merington took charge in 1905; the offerings for the year 
amounted to $531.85. His records are not complete; but it is known 
that the offerings continued to grow until, in 1907, they were $638.83. 


Marriages 


During the years 1899 and 1900 Mr. Grannis recorded four mar- 
riages, two in St. Agnes’, Little Falls, and two in St. Peter’s. He was 
vicar of both missions, usually bicycling or riding horseback between 
Essex Fells and Little Falls. On September 26, 1899, the vicar married 
Charles W. Leavitt, Jr., and Clara Gordon White, daughter of J. 
Brinton White; and, on June 10, 1901, Charles E. Heydt and Marian 
Daisy Evans, both of New York City. On April 15, 1903, Bishop 
William Paret of Maryland married Douglas Haigh and Emily Storey 
Paret in St. Peter's; the Bishop was a relative of the Paret family of 
Essex Fells, the family which later gave to St. Peter's the altar and 
altar rail. From October 22, 1905, to October 26, 1911, six years, Mr. 
Merington married fourteen couples. 
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Baptisms 


Mr. Grannis, the record keeper, recorded that between January, 
1897, and the third Sunday after Easter, 1902, over five years, he 
baptized forty-five persons; but only four of these baptisms took place 
at St. Peter's. In the two years Mr. Levering served St. Peter's he per- 
formed only two baptismal ceremonies. Forty-one were baptized be- 
tween September 3, 1905 and August 12, 1912, under Mr. Merington. 
During this period Bishop Paret again came to St. Peter's, this time to 
baptize Rufus Storey Paret, the child of one of his relatives. 


Confirmations 


The first confirmation class, of fifteen, was presented by Mr. Grannis 
to Bishop Starkey on May 23, 1897; in it were two whose names were 
later to become prominently associated with St. Peter's, Leaycraft and 
Robb. In 1898 Mr. Grannis presented to Bishop Starkey eight persons 
for confirmation; in 1900 there was a class of five; and in the following 
year there were two confirmed; Helen Trotter and Dorothy Corbiere. 
In 1902 Mr. Grannis presented a class of nine. The records do not 
indicate a confirmation class during the vicarship of Mr. Levering. 

In 1906, on July 13, postponed from St. Peter's Day because of the 
Bishop's illness, Mr. Merington presented six persons for confirmation. 
On St. Peter's Day in the following year he presented eleven; in 1908, 
four; but in 1909 there was no confirmation class. On June 1, 1910, 
there were six confirmed, among whom were Ottomar Aldis Block and 
Florence May Mounteney. There was a confirmation class of four in 
1911, but no records from 1912 to 1914. 


Burials 


Mr. Grannis, the faithful record keeper, records that from January 
12, 1897, through July 20, 1902, he conducted twenty-three burial 
services from both his missions. On July 5, 1903, Mr. Levering buried 
a boy who had been killed by lightning. From November 11, 1905 
through October 5, 1911, Mr. Merington conducted twenty-seven 
burial services. On March 18, 1913, Mr. Grannis returned to Essex 
Fells to perform the sad duty of burying his dear friend and one of 
the founders of St. Peter's, Charles Russell Leaycraft. 
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The Reverend David N. Kirkby 
Rector 1913-1930; Rector Emeritus 1932- 


For six months after Mr. Merington's 
resignation the vestry held the fort at 
St. Peter's. During this period it rec- 
ognized that in order to obtain the type 
of man sought, it would be necessary 
to provide a rectory. In fact, when the 
Reverend David North Kirkby was 
approached he hesitated because he 
needed a home for his family. The 
vestry, within a week, found available 
the house at the corner of Roseland 
Avenue and Oak Lane, adjoining the 
the church, which was purchased from 
Clark Williams for $6,250, of which 
$5,000 was by mortgage to William 
Shillaber. Because the vestry was un- 
successful in persuading the tenant to 
terminate his lease it rented the house 
behind the new rectory, where Mr. 
Kirkby, with his family, lived his first year in Essex Fells—the first 
of seventeen fruitful years. 





MR. KIRKBY 


Before coming to St. Peter's Mr. Kirkby had been rector of St. 
John’s Church in Salisbury, Connecticut. His father had been a mis~- 
sionary in Alaska; he himself had served as a missionary in Canada. 
The new rector was installed July 6, 1913 by Bishop Edwin S. Lines, 
assisted by Archdeacon Carter, who had become the honored Rector 
Emeritus of St. Luke's in Montclair. 


In the fall of 1913 Mr. Kirkby made, as new rectors do, a survey 
(his was on foot and took five months) of the parishioners and learned 
there were about one hundred forty communicants in the parish. Mr. 
Kirkby did not own an automobile and other means of getting about 
were not readily available. (The parish gave him his first car in 1921, 
a Ford; after it had gone 80,000 miles the vestry surprised him with the 
gift of $1,000, to buy whatever car he wanted.) In December the 
rector reported a list of special offerings for the following year, in- 
cluding contributions to general and widespread religious and charit- 
able funds; many of the latter are now maintained by the Community 


Fund. 


The new rector found that the church appointments, as well as the 
building, had fallen into a state of disrepair. He contrasted, in his 
mind and in his sermons, the church with the new Borough Hall, then 
under construction, and with the new Essex Fells school, particularly 
pointing to the beautiful homes being built in Essex Fells and Caldwell 
and emphasized that the first step should be to make the church as 
lovely as its surroundings. Both he and the vestry encouraged and 
solicited from the members of the parish, and the community, new 


Twenty-nine 





The Rectory, as it appeared at the time of acquisition by the church. 


furnishings as memorials. An immediate result was an increased attend- 
ance at church services, necessitating a second stage from and to 
Caldwell. A drive was started for funds for a new organ, badly needed. 
On Ash Wednesday, 1914, the vestry gratefully accepted the gift of 
a new pulpit from Mr. and Mrs. Ross W. Weir, who later added a 
pulpit fall, made by the Sisters of St. John the Baptist, and a small 
oriental rug for the floor of the pulpit. In May Mrs. Samuel Mounteney 
gave the processional cross in memory of her husband, a former 
vestryman and the first choir director. In July the gift of the baptismal 
font was accepted from Mrs. Wilfred Maxwell in memory of her 
husband, former vestryman. The Parets gave the stone altar and the 
altar rail. The lectern, alms bason, Eucharistic candlesticks and a 
complete set of communion vessels were also donated as a result of 
Mr. Kirkby’s efforts. The chancel was rearranged, the church redec- 
orated and a new furnace installed. The altar linens and many of the 
silk hangings were made by the women of the parish. 


It was in December, 1914, that Mr. Kirkby and the vestry took 
cognizance of the position of St. Peter's in the community by sending, 
along with the treasurer's report, to all residents of Essex Fells a letter 
containing: 


As a resident of Essex Fells, your attention is called to the 
enclosed financial report of St. Peter’s Episcopal Church for 
the past year. 


It is thought that many who are not members might never- 
theless be glad to aid in the maintenance of St. Peter's as it 


is the only church in Essex Fells and is entirely dependent on 
voluntary contributions. 
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Should you have no other church affiliation enlisting your 
sympathy, it is hoped you will become a contributor to St. 
Peter's. 


With the development of Grover Cleveland Park by Essex County, 
a matter of considerable importance to the future growth of St. Peter’s, 
as well as the residential area around it, the church continued to 
expand its service to the residents of a larger area, eventually including 
all the Caldwells as well as Essex Fells within the bounds of the parish. 
As part of this trend Mrs. Charles Barrett, a relative of Mrs. Frederick 
Bartlett, conducted a Sunday School for small children in the Bartlett 
home on Overlook Road, Caldwell, near the park; later Mrs. Victor 
Ruehl and Mrs. Horace Cleveland took over and expanded this work 
at the Ruehl home at 24 Overlook Road with Mrs. Cleveland in charge 
of the music and Mrs. Ruehl the teaching. When the latter moved awav 
Mrs. A. P. White opened her 
home on Knollwood Terrace, Cald- 
well, each Sunday morning to the 
children. There were then few au- 
tomobiles and the establishment of 
this branch Sunday School enabled 
the church to serve the children of 
many young couples who resided in 
the Cedars section of Caldwell, re- 
sulting in the affiliation of a number 
of parents with St. Peter’s. 





In 1914 the rector’s stipend was 
increased from $1,200 to $1,500; 
Charles Francisco was engaged as sexton at $10 a month. Although in 
early years the finances of the church did not warrant heavy contri- 
butions to the diocese (there were instances when the vestry demanded, 
and received, reductions for missions), Mr. Kirkby insisted, even in 
the most adverse times, often against the wishes of many of the vestry, 
that the church make some contribution. 


Mr. Kirkby’s second car—the Nash. 


At the first fall meeting of 1915 the vestry authorized the purchase of 
a new organ from Reuben Midmer and Sons, Brooklyn, New York, 
and arranged for changes and repairs to the church. In February, 1916, 
St. Peter’s held a successful three day mission, conducted by the 
Reverend Walter E. Bentley; the new pipe organ was installed in 
time for these services. 


The first Every Member Canvass report was made on June 23, 1916; 
the preparatory sermon had been preached by the Reverend James T. 
Lodge of St. John’s, Montclair. About sixty canvassers, meeting in 
the old Essex Fells clubhouse on Hathaway Lane, were addressed by 
the Reverend C. E. Hutchinson of Christ Church, Orange, and Arthur 
S. Cookman of Englewood,-both experienced in canvassing work. The 
canvass, made Sunday afternoon, June 4, between two-thirty and four- 
thirty, increased the subscriptions from fifty-four to one hundred thir- 
teen and the pledges by about $1,000, of which $200 was pledged to 
missions. As a result of this first canvass, the vestry voted to increase 
the salary of Mrs. Keyes, organist, from $5 a Sunday to $25 a month, 
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and that of Ralph Hall, sex- 
ton, from $10 to “Si2ee 
month. In March, 1917, a 
resolution was passed to 
pay an assessment against 
the church by the Church 
Pension Fund for the Re- 
tirement of Episcopal Cler- 
gy. The following year it 
was reported that the church 
debt had been substantially 
reduced through the gener- 
osity of William Shillaber, 
who held its note. The rec- 
tor then got another raise 


to $1,600. 


Something of the church's 
interest in the men who 
served their country during 
the first World War is 
learned from The Messen- 
Mr. Peirson, Mr. Kirkby, Mr. Block ger of May, 1942, in which 
was also printed a picture 


of the Big Piece Meadow Church House: 


During the First World War, Bishop Wilson R. Stearly 
saw the need of establishing a Church House at the Naval 
Rifle Range on Big Piece Meadow in Caldwell Township. 
The Advent Offering of the Church Schools of the Diocese 
provided most of the funds for the project. 


The Reverend David N. Kirkby, Rector of this parish and 
the Reverend James T. Lodge of St. John’s, Montclair, be- 
came interested and furnished the impetus for the completion 
of the plan, obtaining the services of Mr. William L. Goeltz, 
also of this parish, in the design and construction of the 
building. 

The Church House had a large living room with an open 
fireplace, a rest room and a small chapel, fully equipped. 





Mr. Kirkby tells us that Big Piece Meadow was usually flooded in 
the spring, but, contrary to the advice of local residents, the Navy 
considered it an ideal spot; that when the floods came and subsided, 
an epidemic of influenza broke out; that after the war the building was 
sold for $600 and the proceeds donated to a local mission. From other 
sources we learn that the cross on the Church House was removed 
and installed on the Parish House in Essex Fells. The names of mem- 
bers of the church who served in the First World War, twenty-five. 
which included two sons of the rector, are on a bronze plaque on the 
nave wall in the church. 


In June, 1920, a committee, composed of an equal number of Cald- 
well and Essex Fells parishioners, was appointed to inquire into the 
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matter of the erection of a Guild Hall in Caldwell. Apparently, it was 
felt, by some at least, that St. -Peter’s should expand its church facil- 
ities to care for the spiritual needs of the physically growing Borough 
of Caldwell. Although the question arose several times during the 
next few years, this project was never completed due to its unpopular- 
ity, as shown by a survey six years later. By 1920 transportation and 
roads were improving to such a degree that parishioners living in Cald- 
well and adjacent communities began to have less difficulty in reaching 
the church. As time went on this became increasingly so. It was 
evident that the church could best serve the parish by concentrating 
its physical facilities and clergy in one place. 


In September, 1920, the vestry voted $100 for the work of the 
Sunday School, the membership of which had so grown as to require 
more planning for its continued service to the community. It was then 
that the building committee made plans for the extension of the church 
to house the Sunday School. Early in 1921 the vestry, speaking and 
acting for the parish, raised a fund to meet the extraordinary expenses 
of the rector occasioned by his illness. In April plans of the building 
committee for the erection of a parish house were approved, but to- 
ward the end of the year the chairman, Charles D. Robb, reported 
that the committee did not deem it advisable to begin such an under- 
taking, two banks having been approached for a loan without success. 
That St. Peter's finances were as low in 1921 as was general through- 
out the country, the period of the first post-war depression, is brought 
to light by this decision of the building committee and by the fact that 
the Christmas collection was set aside for parish purposes. The situa- 
tion did not improve and to help remedy it an appeal was made for 
a generous Easter Offering in 1922. Though the church funds were 
inadequate and though it was not a booming time generally, St. Peter’s 
had so grown that the need of a parish house was acute. On June 29, 
1922, the building committee was authorized to proceed with the con- 
struction of a parish house after consultation with the Woman's 
Auxiliary and the Caldwell Chapter of St. Peter's Guild. Significantly, 
these two organizations at this early date had so grown as greatly to 
influence and to serve the church. Shortly thereafter, despite the fi- 
nancially unfavorable position of the church, a bid of Frank R. 
Tichenor to build a parish house, at a cost of $15,900, was accepted, 
the mortgage being taken by the Montclair Savings Bank after un- 
successful efforts to place it elsewhere. The vestry expressed its thanks 
to the women’s organizations for raising money to pay off the mortgage 
on the rectory, without which it would not have been feasible to build 
the new parish house. 


In April, 1923, the completion of the parish house was celebrated 
by a general reception to all members of the parish and their friends. 
The rector presided, assisted by the vestry: A. L. Peirson, Senior 
Warden, Ottomar Block, Junior Warden and Treasurer, H. Iveson 
Nutt, Frank R. Ford, Earl E. Whitehorne, Charles D. Robb, William 
L. Goeltz and Ruel C. Warriner, the three latter being the building 
committee. Addresses were made by the Reverend Frank B. Reazor, 
rector of St. Mark’s Church, West Orange, Mayor S. H. Williams of 
Essex Fells, Mayor Joseph P. Dosch, of Caldwell, and the two church 
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wardens. The following Sunday Bishop Lines, at the time of his visita- 
tion, formally dedicated the building. The occasion of the completion 
of the parish house was duly marked by a news account in The Cald- 
well Progress. H. J. F. Bartlett, Architect, was generous enough to 
contribute his entire fee. 


In 1923 Miss Edith Albinson was engaged as organist and choir- 
master at $500 a year; the parish house mortgage was reduced, “The 
Feast of the Little Lanterns’ being given in the Essex Fells School 
building to aid this project. Early in 1924, a concerted subscription 
drive was begun further to pay off this mortgage, $11,476.50 being 
contributed by sixty-nine families in Essex Fells and seventy-two in 
Caldwell and elsewhere. Within a year after it was built the cost of 
the parish house was almost completely subscribed. 


By 1924 transportation was so modernized that Warden Block dis- 
continued the horse-drawn stage and made arrangements with the 





The Parish House, as seen from the Rectory. 


Roseland Bus Company for two round trips from Caldwell to St. 
Peter's, one for Sunday School and one for church service. A com- 
mittee to fix rates for the use of the parish house was appointed, which 
charged $3 for an afternoon or evening, $5 with kitchen. The Parish 
House soon became the center for many church and community affairs. 


In March, 1925, the finance committee of the vestry increased the 
salary of the rector to $2,400. The state of the church treasury was 
exceptionally good that year; the church not only subscribed $1,458.60 
to the diocese, but the Senior Warden was authorized to write Bishop 
Stearly “that the vestry hoped to be able to exceed the pledge’. In 
the same year the number of pledges for parish support was increased 
from the previous year's seventy-three to one hundred sixty-seven and, 
on the strength of this, Mr. Kirkby was given a second raise. It was in 
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1925 that Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Hanna gave to the church the bell 
it now uses in memory of their daughter, Leonora Joyce Hanna. Also, 
in this year, the Sunday School had outgrown its new quarters and 
needed additional teachers. 


In 1926 the Parish House mortgage stood at $3,500. The building 
committee was authorized to re-roof the church. Toward the end of 
the year A. E. Clarke was again reporting lack of room for the Church 
School (the name had been changed from “Sunday School’ by the 
National Church); there were one hundred seventy pupils and no room 
for expansion. The crowded condition of the Church School was prob- 
ably responsible for the discussion at the vestry meeting in March, 
1927, of the revival of the question of establishing a Guild Hall in 
Caldwell. After a joint meeting of the Caldwell Guild and the Wo- 
man’s Auxiliary, a questionnaire was sent to each member of the church 
at the time of the Every Member Canvass. The parishioners indicated, 
almost unanimously, that they preferred to alleviate the crowded con- 
dition of the Church School by means other than building a Guild 
Hall in Caldwell. 


St. Peter's Dramatic Guild was organized during Mr. Kirkby’'s 
time to produce religious plays; these were given at Christmas time, 
were directed by Mrs. Robert Marsh, and were largely attended. Later 
the Guild divided into two groups, each directed by Mrs. Marsh, one 
to continue with religious plays, the other, known as the “Leonder 
Players’, to give social plays, an activity eventually assumed by the 
Young People’s Fellowship. On June 1, 1928, the organizations of the 
church cooperated to plan a church fair to be held in the fall, the 
money raised to be devoted to payment on the Parish House mort- 
gage. In the fall the vestry engaged John R. McKenzie, one of five 
students at the General Theological Seminary, New York, who were 
secured from time to time to help with the Church School and the 
young people of the church. In the spring of 1929 the church organ 
was changed from pneumatic to electric. 





An early Confirmation Class with Mr. Kirkby and Bishop Lines. 
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On February 15, 1930, Mr. Kirkby presented his resignation; the 
vestry reluctantly accepted, expressed its appreciation of his services 
and voted him an honorarium of $1,000; the Caldwell Chapter of St. 
Peter's Guild gave the chancel window in his honor. Mr. Kirkby had 
served St. Peter's faithfully for seventeen years. The church had 
grown during his rectorship; it had expanded its service to a larger 
area; the Parish House had been built; the Church School had in- 
creased from twenty to two hundred. The chancel window stands 
today as a measure of the congregation's esteem for the retiring 
rector. 


The Caldwell Progress of June 27, 1930, contained the headline: 
“No Successor Yet for Rev. D. N. Kirkby”. It went on to say that a 
special committee consisting of Ottomar Block, A. L. Peirson and A. E. 
Clarke had been appointed to seek a successor; that “Rev. Kirkby 
announced his intention to resign after the death of his wife a few 
months ago, but has agreed to stay on until a new pastor is secured.” 


Mr. and Mrs. Kirkby 
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The Reverend Harold R. Onderdonk 
Rector 1930- 
This history of St. Peter's Church 


from 1930 is within the memory of 
many of its parishioners. The Reverend 
Harold R. Onderdonk has served the 
church as its rector for seventeen years; 
he and Mr. Kirkby, together, have led 
the church for thirty-four, two thirds, 
of the fifty (or fifty-three) years about 
which we write, leaving sixteen years. 
for Mr. Grannis (six), Mr. Levering 
(two). and Mr. Merington (eight). 


It is well to consider the rectorship 
of Mr. Onderdonk in the light we all 
know him: the man, the churchman, the 
organizer, and above all the spiritual 
leader, both in St. Peter's and in the 
West Essex community. The events 

oe ERO} recorded during his period of service 
tae eremmine points ole time current, events. 
It is during his time that the church has continued to grow and to 
influence a sizeable portion of the residents of the community. It is 
during his rectorship that the parish organizations have come into 
full flower. To a considerable degree the history of these organ- 
izations, many of them begun after 1930, constitutes the history 
of Mr. Onderdonk’s own widespread interest in, and leadership 
of, the church. Equally ardent, unremitting and selfless as her 
husband, is the rector’s wife, Mrs. Onderdonk, whose work,. es- 
pecially with the Church School, the Rectory Guild, and, indeed, 
with practically all the parish organizations, has been of inestimable 
value to the welfare and growth of the church; as has her per- 
sonality shed grace upon all her efforts, materially contributing 
to the spiritual well-being of those with whom she has come in 
contact. | 


The vestry, on June 11, 1930, voted to call the Reverend Theo- 
dore R. Ludlow, D.D., of Glen Ridge to serve St. Peter's. When Dr. 
Ludlow, now Suffragan Bishop of the Diocese of Newark, declined, the 
committee extended the call to Mr. Onderdonk, associate rector of the 
Church of The Redeemer of Morristown, New Jersey, who accepted 
and agreed to take up his duties on October 1, 1930. At his initial 
vestry meeting, he recommended the establishment of a church library, 
dedicated to Mr. Kirkby, with books the retiring rector had left, and 
that the vestry meet regularly. The dearth of formal activities for the 
adolescent age group of the parish (the church consisted of about 
two hundred and seventy-five families), immediately apparent to Mr. 
Onderdonk, inspired the early formation of two additional organiza- 
tions: the Acolyte Guild and the Young People’s Fellowship, the latter 
incorporating within its program the activities of the Dramatic Guild. 
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Mr. Onderdonk came to Essex Fells during the wave of popularity 
of the Amos ‘n Andy radio program and just before the depression 
reached its lowest ebb. Said The Caldwell Progress (April 17, 1931): 
“An Amos 'n Andy dinner will be given on Thursday evening, April 
30, in St. Peter's parish house in Essex Fells by the members of the 
Auxiliary of that church.****** The menu will consist of the usual 
hors d'oeuvres ‘a regusted’; soup with ‘Sadie Blake’ crackers; chicken 
a la ‘Kingfish’; ‘propulisum’ salad; and ‘Madame Queen’ puffs with 
‘banana cure’ sauce. There will be a check for the dinner and a double 
check for hats and coats’. This dinner may have been given to raise 
money or just to keep up the spirits, for by 1931 the national and 
world wide depression was so felt at St. Peter's that A. E. Clarke, 
many times Every Member Canvass Chairman, reported that sub- 
scriptions were down, compared to 1929: only one hundred fifty-three 
families subscribed out of the then two hundred sixty-one in the parish. 
Nevertheless, the Church School continued to grow; in the spring of 
1931, Mr. Clarke, reporting that its enrollment was two hundred seven, 
resigned as superintendent, a position he had held for eight years. 


It had not dawned upon St. Peter's any more than upon the re- 
mainder of the country that the nation was yet to experience the bot- 
tom of the depression, for in June, 1931, a planning committee reported 
that a firm had been retained to draw plans for a new parish house; 
a parish meeting was called to discuss the project, resulting in a resolu- 
tion to construct the new building at a cost not to exceed $100,000. 
Although the parish house then adjoining the church was only eight 
years old, the need was felt for one containing complete facilities for 
parish activities, both athletic and social. The rector was authorized 
to sign a contract with a fund-raising firm of New York; however, in 
September, in view of the increasingly adverse economic condition of 
the country—and of West Essex—the vestry voted to re-submit the 
matter to the parish. About this time The Caldwell Progress advertised: 
“prime cuts of native beef’, 32 cents; “prime chuck roast’, 18 cents; 
“legs of genuine spring lamb’, 32 cents; ‘Jersey pork loins’, 24 cents; 
and Bamberger’s, Newark, advertised “men’s shirts, $1.95". That a 
project as ambitious as a new parish house could have been planned 
in 1931 is evidence that St. Peter's, even then, was outgrowing its 
quarters; that it was withdrawn reflects the sound judgment of those 
who have administered the affairs of the church. St. Peter's has moved 
wisely with the times. 


In recognition of the increasing integration of the areas served, the 
vestry voted the following summer to change the name of the church 
to “St. Peter's Protestant Episcopal Church, Caldwell and Essex 
Fells’, making official what already was a fact—the inclusion of the 
Caldwells in the parish. Mr. Onderdonk initiated, at the parish meeting 
that year, a plan for a revolving vestry. Formerly, vestrymen served 
until they resigned; under the new plan a vestryman may not, at the 
end of his three year term, succeed himself. 


In March, 1932, the vestry reported that the church, which had 
entered the year with a deficit of $750, needed over $900 to meet its 
obligations and appealed for an Easter Offering “to meet the shortage 
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in our parish account.” In contrast the Right Reverend Wilson Stearly, 
D.D., wrote Mr. Onderdonk asking that his appreciation be conveyed 
to the congregation for ‘‘the good record they made last year in giving” 
to missions. 


By the fall of 1932 the Church School had so outgrown the space 
available at the church that part of it was forced to move to Kingsley 
School in Essex Fells. In November, at the suggestion of Mr. Onder- 
donk, the vestry appointed the Reverend David N. Kirkby Rector 
Emeritus of St. Peter's, which appointment was approved by the 
parish. In 1933 the Men’s Club made the basement of the Parish House 
into club rooms, to be used by the club, the Young People’s Fellow- 
ship and the choir; the men themselves did the work. The attendance 
at the annual parish meeting of January 8, 1934 was one hundred two, 
the largest to that date. Reports were read by: Woman's Auxiliary, 
Altar Guild, Treasurer, Men’s Club, Acolyte Guild, Young People’s 
Fellowship and Church School. 
Under Mr. Onderdonk the church 
was reaching into all social and 
family units. Today, 1947, in ad- 
dition to those named, there are 
the following parish organizations: 
@hurch Choirs Church School 
(Blue) Choir, Choir Mothers, 
Rifle Team (Men's Club), Rec- 
tory Guild, The Messenger, Pence 
Cans, The Opportunity Shop and 
Parish Council. The individual 
histories of some of these are in- 

Street Fair, 1946 cluded in this book. Three former 

parish organizations are not now 

Bane Brotherhood of St. Andrew, Caldwell Guild and Dramatic 
uild. 


The vestry, on November 13, 1935, elected Malcolm B. Woolley 
treasurer, an office he still holds; in 1935 the invaluable Marian P. 
Dodge, who had served the parish faithfully as a volunteer for a num- 
ber of years, was engaged as the rector’s secretary, a position she con- 
tinues to occupy. On May 18, 1936, the rector appointed a committee 
to examine the nearby Horace Sylvester house, the committee to be 
assisted by William L. Goeltz. This property was needed to house the 
evergrowing Church School, part of which was still meeting at the 
Kingsley School. At the annual meeting of that year the reporting or- 
ganizations included the Junior Altar Guild, The Messenger, the Girl 
Scouts and the Boy Scouts; the latter two do not now function as 
parish organizations. 





The Messenger, known then as St. Peter's Church, began its pub- 
lication in December, 1931. In this first issue, in the Church Directory, 
were the names of Lay Reader Merwin V. Hartwell, the six vestrymen, 
the two wardens, and the treasurer, A. Bruce Brown. This edition 
(Volume I, Number 1) published a greeting from Bishop Stearly, an 
article about the Acolyte Guild, “formed a little over a year ago for 
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the purpose of giving our boys and young men the opportunity to 
take a definite part in the service of the church’. It mentioned the 
formation of a zoning committee under the chairmanship of H. Iveson 
Nutt. The Young People’s Fellowship outlined its purposes, reciting 
that it had “four distinct projects: Devotional, Educational, Fellowship 
and Service’; the Men’s Club said it “was organized during 1930 for 
the purpose of developing a closer spirit of Christian fellowship be- 
tween the men of the parish and also to acquaint the men of our com- 
munity with the activities of the church.’ A complete list of parish or- 
ganizations also appeared. In this first issue there were only two ad- 
vertisers, The Citizen’s National Bank and Trust Company of Caldwell 
and Henry Rudolph, florist, both of which still advertise in The Mes- 
senger. It was printed each month (except in summer) in the early 
years; printing was cheaper then. In April, 1932, the paper changed its 
name to The Messenger ‘‘just because we wanted to give it some name. 
Probably you don't like it any more than we do; if so, send in your 
suggestion.’ Even though the editors seemingly were not happy with 
the new name of the paper, it has stood the test of the past fifteen years 
(four years later it reduced its format to the present size). The Cald- 
well Guild gave to the church two flags, Church and American; in 
May the Easter Offering was $689.71, “less than the vestry hoped it 
might be’ but “in the light of present conditions, undoubtedly repre- 
sents much sacrificial giving; in November there was an elaborate 
report in The Messenger, with an equally elaborate map, about parish 
zoning. I'wenty-three zones, of about fifteen houses each, were set up, 
with a directress, a vice-directress, three division chairmen and twen- 
ty-three zone captains. While the zoning committee did not continue 
as such, the established zones have been of value in the Every Mem- 
ber Canvass. 


Also in November the Men's Club reported that, under its auspices, 
the parish “will again have a Corporate Communion of Men and Boys,” 
*x*«** “a nationwide movement begun and continued by the Brother- 
hood of St. Andrew.’ These corporate communions, usually well at- 
tended by fathers and sons, afford an opportunity for their joint wor- 
ship, in a world in which such occasions are only too rare. In March, 
1933, in The Messenger, the Men’s Club announced that there would 
be “A Treasure Hunt for Every Home’, an “ingenious plan” to aid 
“in raising funds for the work of the Church.” The parishioners were 
asked for their old jewelry; the long list of suggested items included 
“gold dental plates, crowns, bridges and fillings.’ A month later the 
Club followed with: “Look carefully lest some nugget elude you. Re- 
member that a lump of gold the size of a hen’s egg means $250 for 
St. Peter's. Let’s make it an ostrich egg!” 


In June, 1934, The Messenger had much to say about the street 
fair to be held on the 22nd, listing such attractions as ‘If by chance 
you are wondering what the future will hold, a gypsy will lead you, 
or even take you by the hand, to a tent where a damsel, well-versed in 
reading the future by devious means, will tell you all you wish to know, 
and more, about what the morrow holds in its palm for you.” The 
same sort of thing appeared in June, 1935: ‘Street Fair on June 21 
Will Be Gala Occasion’. It probably was, for the advance publicity 
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in The Messenger quotes the imaginary conversation of an entire 
family whose future existence seemed to depend upon attending, and 
participating in, all the events luringly envisaged. The June, 1936, 
issue was almost wholly devoted to the street fair of that year. The 
street fair has indeed become an annual ‘‘gala occasion’, much patron- 
ized by young and old, its success being primarily due to the combined 
efforts of the parish organizations. 


By December, 1935, having long since omitted the mention of a lay 
reader, The Messenger brought the news, in the directory and by re- 
port, that John C. Morgan, Jr. had been licensed by Bishop Washburn 
“at the request of the Rector to serve in our parish’ as lay reader; 
in February, 1936, it properly said “Thanks, Mr. Norris!, meaning 
Warren Norris, of H. E. Schanz & Co., for agreeing to sand the floor 
of the recreation room for the Men's Club, regularly worth $30, if the 
club would raise the $30 and give it to the Rector’s Discretionary Fund; 
the club did and The Messenger thanked Mr. Norris. In November, 
1937, the church paper spoke of a Permanent Endowment Fund ‘which 
may be used” for memorial and thank offerings, the fund amounting 
then to about $1,400. The article does not say what the fund endows. 
The Prayer Book and Hymn Book Replacement Fund, also mentioned, 
got its first $10 from the Dramatic Guild. 


In the spring of 1938 the improvement, by remodeling and redeco- 
ration, of the church, parish house and rectory was planned, at a cost 
of $3,500. It was found that the cost would run to $5,200. The work 
was done, financed by loans from the Caldwell National Bank and 
parish organizations. Two years later the Pence Can Committee paid 
off a substantial portion of this debt. In the fall of 1939 the church 
property was appraised by an expert for the purpose of readjusting 
insurance. [he report: 
church and parish house, 
$23,000; rectory, $11,000; 
furniture and fixtures, $3,- 
500; garage, $250; total 
move o0e in February, 1939, 
the organ collapsed and a 
Hammond Electric organ 
was rented until, a year 
later, a special organ com- 
mittee arranged to pur- 
chase a new one from the 
Wicks Organ Company. 


Following 
a wedding 
at St. Peter’s 
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The Second World War began on September 1, 1939 and St. Peter's 
immediately went on a war basis. The Messenger, October, printed 
on its front cover a prayer authorized for use in The Diocese of New- 
ark by the bishop: 


Eternal God in whose perfect Kingdom no sword is drawn 
but the sword of righteousness, and no strength known but 
the strength of love, have mercy upon the nations of this 
troubled world that they may learn the things which belong 
to their true peace. Teach them to forgive past wrong, to 
repent present bitterness, to set aright all injustices, that be- 
coming one comity of peoples united in Thee they may know 
their security to rest not in force of arms but in righteousness 
and brotherhood and love, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 


Amen. 


The war did not change the estab- 
lished routine of the church, nor of 
the parish organizations. On March 9, 
1940 the Young People's Fellowship 
sponsored a recital of the renowned 
Hamilton College Choir in the Grover 
Cleveland High School, Caldwell. In 
the fall of 1941 the parishioners gave a 
reception in. honor of Mr. and Mrs. 
Onderdonk on the occasion of his tenth 
anniversary as rector of the church. 
The church had not had a lay reader 

between 1939 (John C. Morgan, Jr.) 

tein oa BREE ean and 1941, when Mainert Peterson was 

licensed by the bishop and was given 

supervision of the Young People’s Fellowship and certain duties in the 

Church School. Mr. Onderdonk, the ever active, spent the summer of 

1941 in Essex, New York. For the September edition of The Messenger 

he wrote an account of his work there with St. John’s Church of Essex, 

and its parochial mission, St. Mary's Church, Willsboro, giving a brief 

historical sketch of the two churches, located in “the two towns’, as 
Essex and Willsboro are locally called. 





With the edition of October, 1941, The Messenger took on a dis- 
closed editorial staff, the names of its members appearing for the first 
time in the paper's masthead. Mr. Onderdonk wrote of the new edi- 
torial staff, Miss Helen C. Woolley and Mrs. Allan Odell, stating 
that the publication had grown to a twelve page size, with the mailing 
list increasing from two hundred fifty to six hundred fifty readers. 
“Mrs. Charles Lester reported’’, (annual parish meeting of 1941), ‘‘that 
there are two hundred twenty-four pupils enrolled in the Church 
School. The staff numbers 23 teachers and officers. A visit by members 
of the parish to the Church School would reveal the overcrowded con- 
dition and the necessity for the improvement in church facilities’. The 
rector reported, at this meeting, that notes had been reduced $3,000 
by contributions through the pence boxes in the past three years. 
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Organist Reginald Church resigned Febru- 
ary 9, 1942, due to ill health; Edmund Miller 
resigned as sexton to do work at the Curtiss- 
Wright propeller factory. And the Episcopal 
Church “taking its place in the ranks of those 
aiding the armed forces of the nation’ appoint- 
ed, through the General Convention, the Army 
and Navy Commission to “insure its chaplains 
the means of adequate services of worship and 
pastoral care.’ Said The Messenger, February, 
1942: “Mr. Onderdonk, as chairman of the 
Diocesan Army and Navy Commission, is deep- 
ly interested in the project. His naval experi- 
ence in World War I makes this a work very 
near and dear to him. After many months of 
planning and attention to detail he has the work The Reverend 
in the diocese well organized.” Mainert J. Peterson 


The Second World War was a life and death struggle by May, 
1942. The Messenger printed: ‘““An Open Letter to the Men in the 
Service’ by the rector, a salute by the church paper, a “Notice To Men 
In Military Service’ about service men’s Prayer Book and identifica- 
tion cards, furnished by the Army and Navy Commission, the harkback 
to the First World War with the Big Piece Meadow Church House 
account, an appeal for the Army and Navy Commission Fund, and the 
names (under Parish Register) of those “‘in the service of their coun- 
try’, listing forty-one. ‘From the editors’’ came an appeal in October 
for contributions to the paper, due to increased printing expense caused 
by the war. “Do you realize’, they said, ‘that if every parishioner of 
St. Peter's would contribute twenty-five cents a year, we could finance 
the publication and without our advertisers.’’ Published also was a 
notice that on the third Sunday in each month “at Morning Prayer 
there will be a Corporate Worship at which the names of our men in 
the armed forces will be read”; and, listed in the Parish Register, were 
the names of sixty-three of these men. Announcement was made of 
the purchase of the Church School House, the former Horace 
Sylvester property on Wootton Road, Essex Fells, near the church. 
The church records show that this property was purchased on March 
30, 1942. It is used by the Church School, for which it is already too 
small, by the Woman's Auxiliary, the Men’s Club, the Opportunity 
Shop; for parish dinners and communion breakfasts and many other 
parish activities; it is also used for community activities, such as Amer- 
ican Red Cross, First Aid, Brownies, etc. In one of the buildings on 
the property lives George Goodwine, sexton. 





The appeal for funds got results for The Messenger, for which its 
thanks were given in December, at which time it listed eighty-four men 
in war service, including one who had died on active duty, T. E. Dillon, 
and one reported missing, Philip Colby Elliot (later rescued from a 
Japanese prison camp). In April, 1943, the church paper listed the 
names of one hundred thirteen in war service and reproduced the en- 
grossed testimonial for A. Lawrence Peirson, adopted January 4, 1943, 
by the vestry. By June the war service list had grown to one hundred 
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The Church School House 


twenty-nine men; the paper duly recorded the fifteenth anniversary of 
the ordination of our rector, and reported his plan to summer again at 
Essex, New York, the Reverend Harold H. Kelley, D.D., to be the 
summer supply. By October the war list had grown to one hundred 
forty-five men; by December, to one hundred fifty-three. “At a momen- 
tous meeting on November 18”, said The Messenger, ‘the Men's Club 
voted unanimously to underwrite the expense of extending the drive- 
way on the church grounds through to Wootton Road”. The drive was 
built and dedicated “ The Veterans’ Driveway’, in honor of the serv- 
icemen from St. Peter's, who numbered one hundred sixty-three by 
May, 1944. In June the church paper named one hundred sixty-six 
war service men, and mentioned the fiftieth anniversary, not of the 
church, but of the wedding of Mr. and Mrs. Ottomar Block. For thirty 
of these years Mr. Block had been Junior Warden of St. Peter's. 
D-Day (the Allied invasion of the Continent from England) was ap- 
proaching and everyone knew it; the public had been notified of church 
services to be held when the invasion commenced. And it did happen— 
June 6th—bringing large crowds to the church to pray. 


Although it proved to be premature, in November the paper talked 
of V-E Day service plans as it had before of Invasion Day. The service~ 
men's list had reached a total of one hundred seventy-four. There was 
no mention of V-E Day in December (the Rattle of the Bulge!), instead 
there were the names of one hundred seventy-nine men in war service 
(again, the Battle of the Bulge!), and the radio address of Suffragan 
Bishop Ludlow, over WOR, to the men and boys after their annual 
Corporate Communion. In April, 1945, The Messenger reported one 
hundred eighty-two men in war service, the last such list published. 
Poth V-E and V-J Days, in May and August, on both of which occa- 
sions the church was filled, came and went before the next edition, 
February, 1946. By then the church, and its publication, were on a 
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post-war basis—the paper talked of the Reconstruction and Advance 
Fund, to rebuild the Church in the war-torn nations. 


In 1943 Mr. Onderdonk, ever thinking of the men engaged in active 
war service, sent (the project was underwritten by parish organizations 
and individuals) to each of them a plastic photograph holder, pocket 
size: “This packet of pictures is sent to you from the parishioners and 
organizations of St. Peter's Church, Caldwell-Essex Fells, N. J., with 
our prayers and best wishes that you may have a blessed Christmas...” 
Dated Christmas, 1943, and sent well ahead of time, it contained five 
pictures: two of the church and one each of a processional group, the 
altar and the rector. The responses to this message, in the form of 
letters from the men in all corners of the earth, at home and abroad, 
are evidence of the inspiration it furnished: 


From Ft. Devens, Mass. Tuesday, A. M. 


Please excuse my wavy writing, but its tough trying 
to write when you re on your back. 

ee eee thought-of the most beautiful church | 
know and of the Sunday nights I had the pleasure and 
honor to be permitted to act as lay reader, and of the 
church as it probably looked at Christmas. 


-¢  @ @- 4 





From “Somewhere in the Fiji Islands’’, a long letter, no date: 


The one thing that is very nice about this new location 
is that we can attend a regular Anglican service each 
Sunday. The main parish and the home of the Bishop 


are in this town. 


Oo % -@- o— 4 


From c/o Postmaster, N. Y.’—no date: 


I'm working a good 6-day week in England but man- 
age to get a little time occasionally to see great sights 
like this. The Dean of Lincoln took me around. I told him 
I knew Lincoln well having grown up under a picture of 
it in St. Peter’s Parish House. Best wishes for a Happy 
Christmas to you all. 


-¢- %- @- @ @. 


From c/o Postmaster, Nashville, Tenn. 
“Tennessee Maneuvers’, November 27th 


Last night when J came back from visiting Nashville, I 
found a little package from St. Peter's. Those pictures 
of my beloved Church! Honestly I don’t know anything 
I've received in the Army has brought me closer to home 
than those pictures did. 
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From Section Base, Pier 6, Tompkinsville, S. I., Dec. 9, 1943: 


Many thanks to you and all the members of the Parish 
for the finest gift I could possibly have received. It means 
a great deal to me to be able to see the Church whenever 
I want to. I have made good use of it too as I have shown 
it to many people and on one occasion used it as an intro- 
duction. Many thanks again to you all. 


-o © © @ @ 


From APO 928— Unit 1 Dec. 14th, 1943: 


It seems rather odd to think that old man winter has 
descended on Essex Fells, that the leaves have fallen, 
and that the air is brisk. Here on a tropical isle—some- 
where in the Southwest Pacific—the temperature is 
soaring, everywhere the lush green vegetation is predom- 
inant, beautiful flowers are in full bloom, and brightly 
plumaged birds are squawking their heads off as they 
fly overhead. For this year, at least, it will be a green 
Christmas—much as we'd give our eye-teeth to be back 
where it could be the old familiar white one. 


Life on a tropical isle is not quite all it’s described to 
be in magazines such as The National Geographic, but 
I am enjoying an interesting experience to the utmost. 
The natives contribute their share to the war effort by 
serving as labor crews, their principle job to build native 
type buildings which are adaptable to our needs. They 
even constructed a very lovely little Chapel using native 
materials. It's complete, nave, chancel, altar, organ and 
steeple. The floor is fine white beach sand, the roof is 
thatched. All the detail work and decorating, including 
beautifully landscaped grounds, was done by enlisted 
men who volunteered their services during hours they 
were not on duty. 


Each Sunday the attendance at Chapel services has 
increased. Men who haven't been near a church for years 
—all with varying reasons for doing so. Some come to 
relax amid peaceful surroundings, some to hear the music 
and to sing the hymns, some I'm afraid, to avoid a dis- 
agreeable detail they may have been assigned to, but the 
majority seem to come because of a new awakened real- 
ization of just what the Church means and can mean to 
a man. 


Naturally we're all looking forward to that great day 
when we'll sail back through the Golden Gate to the 
States—and home. Just when that time will be is, of 
course, anybody's guess, but not one of us cares to return 
until the job is done, the mission completed, and our pur- 
pose accomplished. To that end we are bending every ef- 
fort, confident that those on the home front are doing 
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everything within their power to back up those on the 
battle front. 

The packet of pictures has arrived and is appreciated 
more than I can say. I can’t think of anything that would 
have been nicer to receive. 


-O © -@ @-¢@- 


From c/o Postmaster, San Francisco, Calif., Dec. 24, 1943: 


The parishioners’ wonderful Christmas package of pic- 
Peoparrived mere this noon, and although “;* * * * * 
Meemcercted byecensor = =~ * | thought it best to 
answer and thank you all immediately. 

The pictures have certainly lent a sort of Yuletide air 
to my Christmas. You see, I'm not going to have much 
of a Christmas this year, no packages from home have 
arrived as yet or letters for that matter, but as usual I'll 
make the best of it. I imagine that I should be used to 
these holidays away from home. If I remember correctly, 
this is my fourth Christmas in the South Pacific. I cer- 
tainly hope and pray that it will be my last. 

Please excuse this poor excuse for a letter, but as I said 
Detorem deleted) by censor * * ~~ Thanks again! 


o_o ¢- 


From South Pacific Area, 30 December, 1943: 


I received the lovely gift that the church sent to its men 
in service. To me it is something to be treasured always. 
All of the scenes are excellent and it made me feel that I 
was once again near the things that all of us hold dear. 
Out here in the broad expanses of the Pacific, on the 
sweating sands and in the steaming jungles one has time 
to reflect and to learn a new appreciation for the so-called 
“Little things” of life. 





¢ ¢-  -¢ 


From U.S.S. Honolulu F.P.O., San Francisco, Calif., 


31 Dec. 1943: 
Dear Harold: 


On cruisers we have a contingent of Marines. Ours is 
a fine group and this noon in the wardroom one of the 
Marine Officers, Lt. John Green, said ‘Did I ever show 
you what my church sent me for Christmas?” and he 
brought out your little booklet of pictures! 

Harold, I think that’s one of the nicest home gifts I've 
seen come aboard—and I've seen plenty! Your interest in 
the men away makes me proud of my church. 


-O- $- ¢-@-¢- 
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The war over, St. Peter's had its memorial service on October 7, 
1945. From this parish seven persons, Arthur Armstrong, Creighton D. 
Bickley, Jr., Thomas E. Dillon, John Kremer, Jr., Ford Kent Sayre, R. 
Dana Summerville and David G. Van Ness, went away not to return. 
On this day St. Peter's honored them. 


Sf 
T 
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In September, 1945, Edward A. Hillmuth, Jr., succeeding Mrs. 
Winifred Cornish, came to the church as organist and choirmaster 
Mr. Hillmuth has been generous with his time and faithful in service, 
producing some of the finest and most inspiring music ever heard at 
Otebetenrs: 

The inspiration of Mrs. Charles Lester, the 
Opportunity Shop, made its appearance in the 
fall of 1942, since when it has been conducted by 
a group of women of the church, led by Mrs. 
Lester. Organized to augment the Discretionary 
Fund of the rector, it continued to grow until it 
has become one of the established institutions of 
otmbetemc: 


At the annual parish meeting on Sunday, De- 
cember 5, 1943, after reading her report of the 
choir, Mother Mounteney suffered a heart attack 
and died. She had been the first to receive com- 
munion at the preceding service. On December 
27, 1944, A. Lawrence Peirson died. Both had 
served St. Peter's long and well. Mr. Peirson 

E. A. Hillmuth, Jr. had been on the vestry thirty-nine years, thirty- 
Oreinicnend three as warden; he was a delegate to the 
Choirmaster Diocesan Convention during most of the years 

between 1906 and 1943. The service to the 
church of Mrs. Mounteney and Mr. Peirson will be commemorated by 
windows, to be installed and dedicated as part of the Fiftieth Anniver- 
sary Program. In planning these two the vestry made an overall layout 
of memorial windows, so as to fit the two stained glass windows now 
installed, the two immediately planned and those to come, into a suit- 
able arrangement. The Messenger, June, 1946: 


The firm of Charles J. Connick, Inc., of Boston has 
been engaged to design and install two memorial win- 
dows in our church. After an exhaustive survey of all the. 
makers of stained glass, the Committee on Memorials 
selected this firm as the one best suited for our purpose. 
Connick has placed windows in many outstanding 
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churches, and of all the artists recommended to us this 
firm was suggested as the first choice by everyone. 


The windows are to be in memory of Mrs. May Moun- 
teney and Mr. A. Lawrence Peirson. The long and faith- 
ful service of Mrs. Mounteney and Mr. Peirson did much 
to establish and make strong our parish. It is quite fitting 
that their memorials should be the first in a series to por- 
tray the Life of Christ. 


It has been decided that the windows will portray our 
Master's life. The story will begin on the Epistle side and 
continue around the church ending with the window 
that is already in place which contains the figures of 
Christ and St. Peter. The order will be as follows: 


VSL. Gebel she ee eee ee The Nativity 
Erm SCO Wate ela cc-c eee nay See hs The Baptism of Christ 
2 ifs, Sabie le> eae eee eee The Calling of the Disciples 
Tel Saale eile i 2 ee ee Our Master Healing 


one of these subjects to be selected: 
a. Healing at the Pool of Bethesda 
b. Christ Healing the Nobleman’s Son 
c. Healing the Blind Man 
d. Christ Raising Jairus’ Daughter to Life 
Syilat SUihe abel we on) eg teh ae tae Our Master Teaching 
one of these subjects to be selected: 
a. Sermon on the Mount 
b. Parable of the Good Samaritan 
c. Christ Blessing Little Children 


Wome eereareau all eOlethesnave 5.225... The Crucifixion 
ESL EC OW ee ee ree ee 2 he ee eh The Resurrection 
BTN AOW o coceswne- ots Pe ae Sin sce The Ascension 
SINC O Wit ee de ee Pentecost (Whitsunday) 


If one walks around the church he will be reminded of 
Christ's birth and baptism and then that He called His 
Disciples to follow Him and by His teaching and healing 
revealed the purpose of His Kingdom. The Crucifixion 
would be told in a less conspicuous way but in its proper 
order. On the Gospel side of the church would be shown 
the three events that are theologically related, the Resur- 
rection, the Ascension and the Pentecost. This last win- 
dow, which teaches about the birthday of the Church 
would tie in very nicely with our present window because 
it would say that Christ taught us that the Church is the 
continuation of His Incarnation, and then the end of the 
story would be that this is St. Peter's Church, a part 
of the Church of Christ. 
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Mrs. Mounteney’s window will be the Pentecost and 
Mr. Peirson’s the Calling of the Disciples. 


The Woman's Auxiliary is raising the funds for 
Mother Mounteney’s memorial and the present and past 
Vestrymen are doing the same for Mr. Peirson’s mem- 
orial. 


In the summer of 1944, the budget having provided for it, the Rev- 
erend John F. Hamblin, Jr., came to the church as curate, to assist the 
rector in his pastoral work and services and, specifically, to supervise 
the activities of the Young People’s Fellowship. Mr. Hamblin came as 
deacon but was soon ordained to the priesthood; shortly afterwards 
he entered the United States Navy as chaplain, at which time the parish 
organizations combined to present him with a private communion set. 





The Reverend The Reverend 
John F. Hamblin, Jr. James McKeown 


In the summer of 1945 the rector procured the services of the Rev- 
erend James McKeown, Deacon, to serve as curate. Mr. McKeown, 
of the Diocese of South Florida, a graduate of the University of the 
South, in both Arts and Theology, completed, during the spring of 
1946, studies leading to the Master of Arts degree at Drew University. 
Madison, New Jersey. In April, 1946, Mr. McKeown left St. Peters 
to spend the summer at the Valle Crucis School, Valle Crucis, North 
Carolina; that fall he assumed his duties at St. Luke's Episcopal 
Church, Boone, North Carolina, being financially assisted in his work 
there among the mountain people by St. Peter's Woman's Auxiliary. 
Mr. Hamblin, witness of the atomic bomb tests while in the Navy. 
returned to St. Peter's in February, 1947, to resume his work as curate. 

A parish council, talked of at the annual parish meeting of January 
8, 1933, and actually formed and reformed several times, came into 
being in the fall of 1946. In The Messenger of November: 

On Tuesday evening, October 8, representatives of 
nine parish organizations met with the Rector in the 
Parish House for the purpose of formally organizing a 
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Parish Council and considering parish programs to be 
scheduled for 1946-47. 

* * * * * * recognition was given to the need for a co- 
ordinating agency and a clearing house of ideas, to the 
end that the efforts of all might be directed, more ad- 
vantageously, toward common objectives in the accom-~- 
plishment of programs of parish-wide interest and im- 
portance. 

ee eo se inictant recognition was given to the fact 
that the 50th Anniversary was beyond question the most 
important item on the agenda. The Rector reported that 
the Vestry concurred that the Parish Council should be 
the promoting agency for the anniversary, working in co- 
operation with them in planning and carrying out activ~ 
ities to be conducted as part of the anniversary program. 
The Council indicated general acceptance of such re- 
sponsibility and is organizing to meet the challenge which 
evolves from that acceptance. 


The council, stimulated by the task and magnitude of the Fiftieth 
Anniversary Program, and inspired by the significance of the program, 
dedicated itself to its success. The vestry delegated to the council 





The Confirmation Class, 1947 
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the responsibility for forming the Fiftieth Anniversary Committee, 
comprised of: 


General Chairman, The Rector, Mr. Onderdonk 
Vice-Chairmen, Caryl G. Howe, Mrs. Robert A. Streeter 
Treasurer, J. Arthur Lynch 


Chairmen of Sub-Committees 


Anniversary Rocky. eee Cyrus F. Smythe 
Advancement _.... A A inte Ae cee John A. Callen 
Special Services ee eee ee eer Edward M. South 
Parishiinner =e eee Mrs. Robert M. Green 
CommtunityiaiN ig te eee ee Philip M. Brown 
Communion Breakfast ........ Mrs. Thomas Henneberger 
Invitation and General 
Parish: Gontactsa= eee Mrs. Clifford S. Evans 
Parish Organization Contacts ...... Cyril B. Martin and 
Mrs. Edward W. Scherft 
Street/;Bairye3 patey ene eee Clifford S. Evans 


The Parish Council and the Fiftieth Anniversary Committee are, 
as we reach the end of our record of St. Peter's, busied in marking 
the growth of our church since 1893. Its theme: ‘“To commemorate the 
founding of the parish, suitably to mark flfty years in the service of our 
Lord, and to pledge ourselves in the acceptance of a greater challenge 
for the future.’ The program, opened on Christmas Day, 1946, is to 
continue until November 30, 1947, ending with a Corporate Com- 
munion and breakfast, many events being planned for the intervening 
period. 


The everyday work of the church goes on none the less. It is there- 
fore well to close this definitive history, not on the anniversary celebra- 
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tion, but upon the church's everyday religious and social service to the 
parish. L. M. Rlancke on becoming the 1947 committee chairman of 
the Every Member Canvass—an annual event to enable the church 
to carry on its work—said in a letter to the parish, March 5, 1947. 
submitting a budget for the fiscal year 1947-1948 of $22,231.80: 


While your Finance Committee does not think it ap- 
propriate or necessary to make an ‘‘appeal’”’ to Christians 
to support their own Church, it believes that you cannot 
but be interested in its present scope and progress. 


In 1936, the number of Baptized Church Members was 
667; at the present time it is 1041. During the same pe- 
riod the number of Communicants has increased from 426 
to 775 and the families in the Parish from 243 to 436. 


In 1936, the average attendance at 11 o clock service 
was 89; in 1946 the average attendance was 143. This 
figure is particularly interesting, in that attendance at 
your Church since the war years has, contrary to general 
practice, increased rather than diminished. 


In 1936, the enrollment in the Church School was 226; 
at the present time it is 345. 


The records show that during the calendar year 47 
were baptized as against 17 ten years ago. In February 
of this year 48 persons were presented by your Rector 
for confirmation by the Bishop. 


This annual budget is more than seven times the cost, $2,900, of that 
first unit of church property, erected in 1896, the cornerstone of which 
contains a descriptive letter, a daily newspaper and some United States 
coins. Although those who planned in 1896 deliberately wrote for 
posterity, the letter, containing only a record of what they had ac- 
complished up to that time, left unexpressed any hopes, aspirations or 
prayers which the founders may have had for the future of the institu- 
tion they were building. The measure 
of fulfillment of the unspoken ambitions 
of these founders may be found in the 
accomplishments of the church over the 
fifty years past, which it has been our 
purpose to record accurately and objec- 
tively. 


Mr. Onderdonk with a 
child he has baptized. 
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The sacristy entrance 


Parish Organizations 


The Church is Christianity organized 
for service after Christ’s pattern. 


—Bishop Wilson. 


The Church School Today 


The St. Peter's Sunday School was 
founded in 1905 by Mrs. C. W. Leavitt, 
with a class of five, which she herself 
taught. Mention has already been made 
of this in the narration of the develop- 
ment of the church, with which the 
school, since it is the source of religious 
instruction of the youth of the parish, 
is so closely integrated. The develop- 
ment of the school has closely followed 
that of the church and accordingly its 
history has aiready been told. It remains 
to outline the school as it is today—its 
widespread influence upon the children 
of the parish, upon their parents, and 
indeed upon the basic development and 
growth of the church. 





MRS. ONDERDONK While the school was founded dur- 
ing the rectorship of the Reverend 
R. W. E. Merington, all the rectors have taken a vital interest 
in it and in its work. This was particularly true of Mr. Kirkby, who 
visited the classes from time to time, imparting religious instruction. 
Equal interest has been shown by the Reverend Harold R. Onderdonk, 
who, since he has many widespread interests, has been fortunate in 
having in Mrs. Onderdonk a special friend of the Church School. 
She has devoted herself to all phases of this evergrowing institution. 
To her we are indebted for the detailed information of the school, which 
has grown from five pupils in 1905 to approximately three hundred fifty 
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The school now has twenty-six teachers and officers. It consists of a 
nursery school for those two and a half to four years of age, who are 
taught handwork; a pre-school class for the four year olds, who sing 
hymns, say prayers and are also taught handwork; the kindergarter. 
group, for whom there is a chapel service, who sing hymns, say prayers, 
- do handwork and who are told stories. The next group includes the firs:, 
second and third grades, which has a chapel service, consisting of a 
short form of Morning Prayer, with a crucifer, an acolyte and a Junicr 
Choir. This group is given class work in the study of The Life of 
Christ; they learn the Ten Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the 
Lord’s Prayer and the Twenty-Third Psalm. 


The fourth, fifth and sixth grades are grouped together in a chapel 
service of Morning Prayer, currently read by Lay Reader Edward M. 
South, Superintendent of the Church School; at this service there are 
a crucifer, an acolyte and The Blue Choir. After Morning Prayer the 
fourth grade studies The House of Our Lord Jesus, the fifth grade, 
The Life of Our Lord Jesus and the sixth grade, Confirmation Made 


Interesting. 
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For the seventh, eighth, ninth and tenth grades there is currently 
no chapel service for the simple reason there is no place to hold it. 
When a new church is built, it is planned to hold a chapel service of 
Morning Prayer for the teen-age boys and girls in the present church. 
The course of study for them includes primarily the history of the 
Christian Church. In conjunction with this course the pupils often 
visit other churches. During the past season of 1946-47, visits were 
made to the Caldwell Synagogue, the Cathedral of St. John The Divine 
in New York, the Greek Orthodox Church of Passaic, the Caldwell 
First Presbyterian Church and the St. Aloysius Roman Catholic 
Church of Caldwell; a representative of the Friends: Meeting of Mont- 
clair came to talk to them. 


The parish organizations of St. Peter's have drawn to themselves 
many loyal supporters. In this the Church School has been outstanding. 
Horace L. McBrair has been treasurer of the school for the past seven- 
teen years (he counted forty-six hundred pennies on Easter Day, 
1947). He tells us the school has been self-supporting throughout this 
period of time, and, so far as he knows, the school has always been 
self-supporting; that is, the entire expense (except on one occasion) 
of the school has been borne by the contributions of the pupils. 


Mrs. C. D. Robb, affectionately known as “Aunty” Robb, has been 
a particularly loyal and faithful friend over the past thirty years. She 
has taught the children and the children of those children of many of 
the residents of West Essex; she, with others, has inspired the growth 
of the school by making its attendance so interesting that Episcopal 
children have brought with them children of other faiths who later 
became pupils and whose parents later became communicants of St. 
Peter's. 


A. E. Clarke has been another faithful and devoted friend of St. 
Peter's Church School. During his period of superintendency, in 1926, 
the name was changed, by the National Church, from “Sunday School’ 
to “Church School’. When he resigned as superintendent in 1931, 
which position he had held eight years, he reported that the enroll- 
ment was two hundred seven. A large part of this growth had been 
due to Mr. Clarke's own efforts. 


To Mrs Onderdonk and Mr. South credit is due for the work of 
the school today. They have been instrumental in procuring teachers 
and in looking after the innumerable details necessary to keep a school 
of three hundred fifty—as large as a moderate-sized secondary school 
—functioning Sunday after Sunday. This has been accomplished de- 
spite the handicap of inadequate space which, as of now, seems to 
have become permanent; that is, it will be permanent until a major 
construction program enables the school to occupy the present church 
building as well as the present Church School House. Time after time 
the school has expanded and in consequence secured new quarters (once 
part of it moved temporarily to the old Kingsley School) only to find 
that shortly thereafter conditions were as crowded as before. Cur- 
rently, the school occupies not only the Church School House but part 
of the Parish House. The nursery and the pre-school age classes are 
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crowded into one room, much to the confusion and discomfort of these 
age-conscious children, not to mention the teachers. 


No more essential function is performed for the parish of St. Peter's 
Church than that of the Church School. It deals with the important 
phase of religious education—that of the youth. And no more signifi- 
cant highlight of the fact that St. Peter's has outgrown its quarters 
can be found than that of the overcrowded condition existing in the 
numerous groups—from two and a half years to the tenth grade— 
who gather each Sunday to receive religious instruction. 





The Church School Chapel; 


Lay Reader Edward M. South, Superintendent, Church School. 


The Blue Chou 


The Blue Choir was founded in the spring of 1941 by Mrs. Harold 
Onderdonk. The need for it arose out of the fact that the Boy's Choir 
sang at the Sunday School opening service and again at the eleven 
o clock church service. Since this was deemed too heavy a chore for 
the boys, the Blue Choir was formed with thirty-three girls from the 
fourth through the eighth grades. Through the generosity of Mrs. 
Robert Mears and Mrs. Frederick R. Cook, who gave the blue cloth, 
robes were made by all the mothers of the choir. Mrs. Onderdonk 
and Mrs. Frederick W. Schoeck supervised the sewing. The girls 
purchased their own red hymnals. Rehearsals were held each Thursday 
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with Mrs. E. R. D. Fox and Mrs. Edward W. Scherft directing. 
The first choir mothers were Mrs. Schoeck, Mrs. Knight Mirrielees and 
Mrs. Reginald Hall. They have been followed by Mrs. Harold Paulu. 
Mrs. L. A. Stockbridge and Mrs. Charles F. Suesserott. 


The choir’s enrollment in 1947 is thirty-one girls drawn from the 
fourth, fifth and sixth grades. They sing at the Thursday afternoon 
Lenten services, the Christmas eleven o'clock service, the Easter nine 
o'clock church service as well as the four o'clock Easter afternoon 
Church School service. They also relieve the boy choristers by singing 
at the eleven o'clock church services when the boys have attended a 
communion breakfast. 


The choir has a repertoire of hymns, a few chants and simple 
anthems. Third graders, the Junior Choir, are trained to take places in 
the Blue Choir upon reaching the fourth grade. The Blue Choir sings 
each Sunday at the morning prayer service of the Church School, with 
Robert Freeman at the organ. 





The Acolyte Cross 


The Acolyte Guild 


In the whole of Christian history there is no more honor given to any 
position than to that of acolyte, or server. It derives from the Greek 
word akolouthos, meaning follower, attendant. It is historically as 
ancient as our three-fold ministry, the Episcopate, Priesthood and 
Diaconate (bishop, priest and deacon). The earliest paintings of the 
worship of Christians often show young boys kneeling reverently at 
the altar, ready to assist the priest. There are two important factors 
in the service of an acolyte: he gives his time and services without 
worldly reward or remuneration; it has long been recognized that the 
server, following in the footsteps of nearly every great Christian saint, 
hero and martyr, may use the office as a stepping stone to the priest- 
hood and to giving his life to Christ. 


The Acolyte Guild of St. Peter’s Church was organized in 1930, at 
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the suggestion of Mr. Onderdonk, by Robert F. Marsh, Jr. In the be- 
ginning the membership numbered eight young men but by the end 
of the year it had increased to twelve. The new group worked dili- 
gently; by the following year there were four new members. In 1931 
a few of the old members left for college. However, the group main- 
tained its increased number by adding more of the younger boys. In 
the year 1932 the vestry became interested in the services of the group 
and gave three new purple cassocks. The faithfulness of this small 
group resulted in the presence, at practically every service, of young 
men to help carry out smoothly and beautifully the ritual of the church. 


In 1933 and 1934 the Acolyte Guild maintained a group of eighteen 
who assisted in the scheduled services, baptisms, private communions 
and Lenten services. Shortly after this, there was a class confirmed 
in which there were fifteen boys who wished to become acolytes. Mr. 
Onderdonk and Mr. Marsh set up training classes for the junior 
acolytes. These younger boys started with the easier and less com- 
plicated assignments; by seniority and diligence the boys worked up 
to the more difficult positions. This system not only produced a better 
trained Acolyte Guild but made the privilege of serving at the altar 
of St. Peter's Church a coveted goal. 


In May, 1939, in honor of Hastings Wetmore Watkins, a charter 
member, a missal was given which was consecrated on Whitsunday, 
ee To the Glory of God 

and in loving memory of 
Hastings Wetmore Watkins 
April 13, 1919 to May 7, 1939 
A faithful and loyal Acolyte 


A fund was also created, which is on deposit with the Custodian of 
Special Funds and Endowments and is used to replace outworn missals. 


A group of Acolytes 
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The Altar Guild 


The Altar Guild is one of the organizations of the Church most 
intimately associated with worship at God's Altar. The work is of 
deep spiritual significance; its members serve with loyalty and devotion. 
It is their sacred privilege to prepare for all services of the church, to 
provide for the suitable furnishing and decoration of the altar and 
sanctuary and to take reverent care of its appointments. 


There was no organized Altar Guild for several years after St. 
Peter's was founded. Through the influence of J. Brinton White the 
first altar linens were a gift from St. Peter's, Philadelphia. It is easy 
to imagine with what joy they were received. Mrs. Charles W. Leavitt. 
who loved St. Peter's, saw to it that flowers were placed on the altar 
and that the proper linens were in place each Sunday. She enlisted the 
help of friends and is credited with being the founder of the Altar 
Guild. Mrs. A. Lawrence Peirson, later to become a directress, was 
among the early helpers. At that time the sacristy was where the organ 
motor and pipes are now. The brass alms bason is a memorial to Mrs. 
Leavitt, given by relatives and friends who worked with her those 
early years. 


Miss Ursula Paret next became responsible for the care of the altar. 
When Mr. Kirkby was installed as rector he organized the Altar Guild, 
appointing her directress and Mrs. Peirson treasurer. There were no 
formal meetings; no minutes were kept. The first meeting of which 
there is a record was held on March 25, 1915. Those present were 
Mrs. Kirkby, Mrs. Peirson, Miss Eleanor Paret and Miss Ursula Paret. 
There were two other active members at that time, Mrs. Earl White- 
horne and Miss Edith Harker. Two of the original associate members 
continue today in the same capacity, Miss Cecilia Leavitt and Mrs. 


Rudolph Blancke. 


Through the efforts of Mr. and Mrs. Kirkby, changes were made in 
the furnishings of the church to make it the attractive little church it 
is today: the stone altar and altar rail were given by the Misses Paret 
and John Paret in memory of their mother and others in their family. 
The lectern was a gift of Mrs. James Bowers in memory of her husband 
whose home was what is now the Church School House. The pulpit 
was given by Mr. and Mrs. Ross Weir. The Eucharistic candle- 
sticks were presented by Mrs. F. R. Ford and the processional cross 
was a memorial to Samuel Mounteney, a former vestryman, given by 
his family. The font was given in memory of Wilfred Maxwell, also a 
vestryman, by Mrs. Maxwell. The first pipe organ was installed; over- 
head lighting replaced the electric torches at the ends of the pews; 
a new communion set was consecrated; the chalice and paten were 
given by Mrs. Robert Seymour in memory of her mother; the silver 
bread box by F. H. Peaty; the water cruet in memory of the Reverend 
Richard Merington, a former rector, and the silver wine cruet by Mrs. 
James Motley as a thank offering for her “two boys”. The silk hang- 
ings, many of them still used today, were made or given by members 
of the parish. Much of the beautiful fine embroidery was done by Mrs. 
Kirkby or under her direction. Mrs. Douglas Haigh embroidered the 
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Bible markers and Mrs. Howard Cook a violet pulpit fall. New linens 
were made. A finely embroidered hankerchief to be made into a pall 
for the communion vessels was given by Mrs. Cook. Laces for frontals 
were gifts of Mrs. C. Coffing Warner and Miss Ursula Paret. It was 
a busy time for all because all fittings for the altar must be handsewn:; 
several of the fine sewers of the parish were called on for assistance. 

In 1919 Mrs. Kirkby was appointed directress and the Altar Guild 
was more formally organized: a new office, that of second directress, 
first held by Mrs. Peirson, was created. Mrs. Frederick R. Webb was 
elected secretary and treasurer; she was succeeded, in 1927, by Mrs. 
John Kirkpatrick, a devoted worker for many years. The guild held 
quarterly meetings and four Sundays a year were designated for its 
corporate communions. Mrs. Kirkby set standards which are an in- 
spiration and guide for those who have succeeded her. 


In 1928 the Altar Guild learned of Mrs. Kirkby’s resignation with 
deep sorrow. Mrs. Peirson accepted appointment as directress at the 
request of Mr. and Mrs. Kirkby. Under her direction membership and 
interest in the guild continued to grow. Ever watchful that everything 
pertaining to the altar be in perfect condition, she, with the help of 
Mrs. Louis Caziarc, made new linens and lined and repaired the silk 
hangings, The alms basons are a thank offering of Mrs. Peirson for her 
grandchildren. She was unanimously elected honorary directress after 
her retirement in 1946. In appreciation of her service the Altar Guild 
presented her with a hand engrossed resolution which was designed 
and executed by Mrs. William Sayre. 


Always interested in making the appointments of the altar beautiful, 
one of Mr. Kirkby’s last acts, before he retired in 1930, was to assemble 
a new communion set. The antique silver and gold chalice was the 
gift of Mrs. Henry V. Condict. The silver gilt paten was given by 
Mr. Kirkby in memory of Mrs. Kirkby. Two cruets and a silver bread 
box were given in memory of Mary Esther Woolley, purchased in 
England by Mr. Kirkby for the family. The mahogany case for the set 
was made by Mr. Caziarc. 


Churches are often the recipients of rare or precious articles with 
interesting histories and St. Peter's is no exception. The antique silver 
and gold chalice arouses the curiosity of all who see it; all that is known 
about it is that Mrs. Condict bought it on one of her travels and gave 
it to St. Peter's when Mr. Kirkby admired it. A piece of Honiton lace, 
made into a frontal, is from the lace which was made especially for 
Queen Victoria's trousseau. The stone set in the pedestal on which 
the baptismal ewer stands is from St. Paul’s Cathedral, London. The 
antique sanctuary lamp was brought from Austria by Mrs. William 
Sayre. 


Helen Woolley succeeded Mrs. Peirson as directress. Officers as- 
sisting her are Mrs. Austin Sayre, second directress; Mrs. Charles 
Lester, secretary, and Mrs. John Conover, treasurer. As faithful women 
ministered unto the Saviour during His earthly life, through the passing 
years women of the Altar Guild have found joy and satisfaction in 
preparing the altar for His Divine Presence. 
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The Choir Crosses 


Choir Mothers 


When the choir was organized by the Reverend Lewis R. Levering 
and Mrs. Samuel Mounteney, in 1903, Mrs. Mounteney started her 
work as choir mother and continued until her death in 1943; she made 
all the original robes and replaced them from time to time when 
necessary. 


When the choir grew larger Mrs. Mounteney needed assistance: 
Mrs. H. Iveson Nutt joined her in 1916. For many years the two 
worked together; they robed the boys on Sundays, entertained them on 
occasion and conducted cake sales to raise money for new robes. In 
these and many other ways the two served St. Peter's loyally. Later 
Mrs. Edward R. Nelson became a choir mother; from time to time 
others were added, including Mrs. John Conover, Mrs. Frederick 


Webb, Mrs. Samuel Pastor and Miss Nelda Dougal. 


After the death of Mrs. Mounteney, at a meeting of choir mothers. 
called by Mr. Onderdonk, Mrs. Nelson was appointed to carry on 
Mrs. Mounteney’s work. At this time the Choir Mothers Guild was 
organized, with Mrs. H. Iveson Nutt, Mrs. John Conover, Mrs. Robert 
Marsh, Mrs. Ruth Muth, Mrs. H. Herbert Hold as members. 


The Men’s Club 


Shortly after the founding of St. Peter's Church sporadic attempts 
were made to maintain a club the membership of which would be 
open to the men of the parish. The life of each club was invariably 
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short, the most successful appears to have been the ‘Fellowship’, which 
thrived during the early part of the Reverend David N. Kirkby's 
rectorship. Its membership embraced about a dozen men who, for the 
want of better quarters, met monthly in members’ houses. They came 
on bicycles and with horse and buggy, listened to lectures, enjoyed 
mirrorscopes, had coffee and doughnuts and played parlor games. 
Since the meetings were held in the homes of members and were so 
uniformly enjoyable, it was not long before the wives got the habit 
of coming along, resulting in the loss of its identity and eventual in- 
action. 


It was not until the arrival of the Reverend Harold R. Onderdonk 
that the Men's Club, as we know it today, came into being. Piqued 
by curiosity to see if there were any men at all in his predominantly 
feminine congregation, Mr. Onderdonk arranged a smoker, corn cob 
pipes and all, and was agreeably surprised and delighted to have over 
seventy-five men turn out for it. This was in the fall of 1930 and at 
that meeting the present Men’s Club, which, under the leadership of 
the rector and the hard working club presidents, has become a pillar 
of strength in the church as well as the parish, was organized. The 
purpose of the club is to develop a closer spirit of Christian fellowship 
among the men of the parish and to acquaint the men of the community 
with the activities of the church. 


Besides the rector and the interim president, Walter Koempel, the 
first Executive Committee consisted of Oscar Bate, Arthur Badgley, 
J. E. A. Egleson, E. Scott Miles, Hassell I. Nutt, John F. String, Young 
Tyree, Oscar M. Westen and Charles B. Yardley. It was this com- 
mittee’s ambition that every man in the parish become a member. In 
addition an invitation was extended to others who, though not com- 
municants of St. Peter's, might be interested in the parish. 


The new club was more active than any of its predecessors. Besides 
good fellowship, the club’s underlying purpose was to be of material 
assistance to the welfare of the church. When things have looked finan- 
cially discouraging, the men of the club have stepped in and eliminated 
a critical situation. They have never lacked initiative, enthusiasm, or 
energy in carrying out their assignments. 


The first year of the current club was devoted chiefly to organization 
and to occasional lectures. In the spring of 1932 it organized and 
sponsored the Street Fair, which has since become an annual parish 
event. It was a Strawberry Festival; the proceeds were used to help 
balance the budget of the church for that year. The idea, a dessertless 
dinner at home, the family off to the parish grounds for ice cream, 
strawberries and cake and an evening of jollity on the grounds, caught 
on; by 1934 it was the Street Fair. The club had, in 1931-32, under 
the leadership of Col. J. Eugene Nestor, rented the Park Theatre in 
Caldwell for two days and nights to show the film ‘Captains Cour- 
ageous and donated the proceeds toward the church budget. 


With a modest announcement in The Messenger in February, 1936, 
the first turkey dinner was served, the forerunner of many such din- 
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ners. They have been attended by hundreds of persons of the com- 
munity, fattening both the Club’s members and its exchequer. 


In 1933 two bowling teams were organized and were active for 
several seasons. And in the same year the men, with hammer and saw, 
turned a cobwebby cellar under the Parish House into a beautiful re- 
creation room (in a rustic sort of way). They worked evenings and 
in leisure time, sparing neither nail nor thumb. Their yen for carpentry 
later resulted in providing additional space for the Church School, 
the building of a robing room for the choir and storage closets for 
general use. Much later a billiard room was constructed in the base- 
ment of the present Church School House and currently plans are 
under way for further needed additions and alterations. 


Immediately after the start of the Second World War members of the 
club reorganized the St. Peter’s Rifle Team to instruct pre-draftees 
and other civilians in the fundamentals of small arms and small arms 
firing on a range which was constructed under the church building. The 
new organization received official recognition and was admitted to the 
Association of New Jersey Rifle and Pistol Clubs, an affiliate of the 
National Rifle Association, which functioned under the Director of 
Civilian Marksmanship, United States War Department. The Rifle 
Team is currently one of the most active groups of the Men's Club, 
regularly engaging in team matches against other rifle clubs with gra- 
tifying results. 


In 1943 the Men’s Club sponsored the building of an urgently 
needed driveway through the church grounds, connecting Roseland 
Avenue with Wootton Road. It was completed and dedicated in De- 
cember, 1946, as The Veterans’ Driveway, in honor of the Second 
World War servicemen from St. Peter’s Church. 


Club Presidents 


193023 [iis Ee cee ae ee Walter Koempel 
193.13 2205 cee eee ee Col. J. Eugene Nestor 
1932-33) reat ee eee ee Walter Koempel 
1933-34 Bee ee eee Sane See ns H. Iveson Nutt 
1934235 See Ae ee Robert F. Marsh, Sr. 
1935-36502: he eee ee Dr. Robert F. Hunter 
193623 72 ee ee eee ee Edward Q. Nolan 
1937239 8 eds ee ee James N. Clinch 
19390-AQ2 0 5 eee eee ee Carl A. Bergmann 
194024269 ere ee eee ee Thomas Hewson 
19422435 03 A See ee ee P. George Ori 
1943-442 cy Pee Roe eee oer Clifford S. Evans 
1944-45___Clifford S. Evans and G. Ludford Harvey 
1945246 2 Ws tees ao eae eee nese Guy O. Duke 
1946-47 52. oe ee Caryl G. Howe 
19472 GAA a eee Robert F. Marsh, Jr. 
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The Messenger 


Shortly after Mr. Onderdonk became rector he saw the need of a 
means of informing the members of St. Peter's of services, organ- 
ization activities and other events of the parish. He interested a group 
in publishing a parish paper; and in December, 1931, a four page leaf- 
let, simply titled St. Peter's Church, was mailed to the families of the 
parish. Its stated purpose and intent was “‘to be of inspirational value 
in stimulating greater interest in the activities of St. Peter's Church 
for Christ and His Church.” Proof of the popularity of the venture 
is the fact that in 1947, sixteen years later, the leaflet has become a 
sixteen page church publication. Then, as now, it was partially financed 
by sale of advertising space. 


The first editorial staff consisted of Miss Elsie Blancke, Miss Eliza- 
beth Greason, Mrs. Ralph Smillie, Mrs. Walter Koempel and Donald 
Marsh. J. Stevenson Hill and Frank B. Ivy became associated with 
them shortly afterwards; Mrs. Robert Marsh was appointed treasurer. 
Credit is due this group for their fine work in giving The Messenger 
a splendid start. In April, 1932, the leaflet was named The Messenger 
of St. Peter’s Church. 


Earl Whitehorne assumed the editorship of the paper late in 1932, 
serving anonymously. While his name as editor does not appear in 
The Messenger, there is a single article signed ‘““E. W.” which, it is 
assumed, he wrote. E. Scott Miles became treasurer in 1932 and has 
continued, except for a year's interval, during which Mrs. Leo Cooper 
held that office. A period followed when the editorial work was per- 
formed largely, and sometimes entirely, by Mr. and Mrs. Onderdonk. 
As is characteristic of them, they did not spare themselves when there 
was no one else to do the work. Later, they enlisted the aid of Miss 
Eloise Church, Miss Elise Kornmann and Miss Josephine McClennen, 
who served for several years. At about this time F. Alvin Woolley be- 
came advertising manager. In 1936 four pages were added to the paper. 


The fall of 1941 witnessed a new phase in the history of The Mes- 
senger, when the entire responsibility for the paper was turned over 
to an editorial staff, thus relieving the rector of further burden. Mrs. 
Allan Odell and Miss Helen Woolley were appointed editors; Miss 
Marian Dodge was made business manager; Mr. Miles continued as 
treasurer and Mr. Woolley as advertising manager. With the growth 
of the parish more space was needed to record parish activities and 
The Messenger was enlarged to sixteen pages. Mrs. Cyrus F. Smythe 
succeeded Mrs. Odell on the editorial board in 1943 and Miss Church 
and Miss McClennen returned (after having left the parish tempor- 
arily) as advisors to the editors until they moved permanently from 
the parish in 1945. Mrs. Philip Brown succeeded Mr. Woolley as ad- 
vertising manager and served for two years. In 1947 Mrs. Harry C. 
McBrair, Richard M. Elsea and Otis Fitchett were added to the 
editorial staff and Mrs. Albert Zellner became advertising manager. A 
list of those who have contributed to The Messenger’s success would 
be incomplete without including Mrs. Guy P. Dodge, who has wished 
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to remain anonymous. She has, for many years, addressed envelopes 
and helped to get The Messenger ready to mail. 


Through the years each succeeding editor has accomplished the 
fulfillment of the stated purpose of the original issue: to make it “of 
inspirational value in stimulating greater interest in the activities of St. 


Peter's Church for Christ and His Church.” 


Parish Pence 


Thrice each day these Prayers I say; 


Thrice each day my Pence I pay. 


The object of the Pence Box is two-fold: spiritual benefit to the 
giver through the habit of grace at meals; material benefit to the church 
through the money received. The amount asked is small—three cents 
a family each day. 


The Parish Pence organization was started at St. Peter's in Jan- 
uary, 1939. Ten captains and forty collectors, who distributed empty 
cans and collected full ones each month, worked in teams, with A. 
Lawrence Peirson as chairman, Ottomar Block as treasurer and Harold 
A. Breen and Mrs. John H. Conover as co-supervisors. The par- 
ticular need at that time was to pay off the debt incurred the previous 
summer for painting and repairs of the church property. By the end 
of the first year $1,546 had been collected; outstanding notes were 
reduced accordingly. Total receipts for the first five years were $3,947. 
From time to time new obligations to pay for repairs and replacements 
were assumed. 


During the war years gas rationing and the demands for volunteers 
in other fields made it impossible to continue the regular monthly col- 
lections. Pence-givers were reminded by postcard to bring their boxes 
to church at the end of each month. The result was a reduction in the 
number of boxes returned, and in the amount of money received. In 
1944-45 the Young People’s Fellowship took over the collecting as 
one of its service projects. 


A reorganization, late in 1946, under Mrs. Conover's chairman- 
ship, goes back to the original method of regular monthly collections 
by teams. These teams have been chosen from the Woman's Auxiliary, 
Rectory Guild, Men’s Club and Young People’s Fellowship. The 
Parish Pence is now an established institution of St. Peter's. It will grow 
with the parish and continue its usefulness in helping to care for extra 
expenses not included in the regular budget. 
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The Rectory Guild 


In 1934 a request was made for a business and professional wo- 
mens organization. A meeting, called for February 15th, was so 
meagerly attended that the group was not organized until the next 
month; but by April it was large enough to get together twenty-five 
members for a dinner. In May a theatre party of thirty-three from the 
club went to New York to see Noel Coward's “Bitter Sweet’. And in 
June a mothers’ and daughters’ picnic was held at Packanack Lake. 


From 1938 to 1941 the club was inactive. In the spring of the latter 
year the group reorganized itself into the Rectory Guild, under Mrs. 
Harold R. Onderdonk. Since then it has lived up to its objectives: to 
help with the missionary work of the church, to assist the rector in any 
way he suggests and to provide a friendly association of the women 
of the parish who are employed in the day time. 


Woman’s Auxiliary 


The history of the Woman's Auxiliary of St. Peter’s Church is the 
history of a group of churchwomen who, over a period of years, have 
done more good in a quiet way than can be told in this brief article. 


Unfortunately, the earliest records are lost. Except for a few can- 
celled checks, there are no records of an auxiliary prior to 1914 nor 
any list of charter members. However, we are indebted to Mrs. A. 
Lawrence Peirson for this information: sometime between 1905 and 
1913 when Mr. Merington was rector of St. Peter's Church (then a 
mission), Mrs. Thaddeus Merriman of Essex Fells asked the pres- 
ident of the Newark Woman's Auxiliary, Mrs. Sawyer, to come to 
St. Peter’s and help a group of interested women found a branch of 
the Newark Auxiliary, to be known as St. Peter's Auxiliary. This 
was done, and early cancelled checks are evidence that this group was 
engaged in working for missions, for hospitals, and in doing other 
charitable work in the community. 


In 1914 two separate sets of records begin. When Mr. Kirkby came 
to Essex Fells in 1913 the church was growing rapidly and the es- 
tablishment of a Caldwell chapter seemed advisable. Accordingly, he 
asked Mrs. Ottomar Block, then a member of the original group, for 
help in this new project. The first meeting, with ten or twelve Caldwell 
women present, was held at Mrs. Block’s home in April, 1914, and 
Mrs. Block was elected first president of “The Caldwell Chapter of 
St. Peter's Guild”. At the same time, a new constitution was adopted 
by the Essex Fells chapter and when the reorganization was complete, 
Mrs. Douglas Haigh was elected first president of that group. 


Primarily the aims of both groups were the same: to further the 
work of the Woman's Auxiliary in the parish, community and diocese. 
The records bear evidence of the extent of their accomplishments. 
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The National Auxiliary, of which this chapter is a branch, was 
founded to aid the church missionary work in this country and abroad. 
Both chapters of St. Peter's Auxiliary furthered this work with boxes 
of clothing, gifts and financial support for Episcopal missions in many 
states of the Union and also in Alaska, China, Japan, Mexico and the 
Philippines. Clothing, supplies and gifts of money have been given to 
our local hospitals—to St. Barnabas in Newark; to Mountainside and 
Community hospitals in Montclair; to Essex Mountain Sanitorium, as 
well as to such organizations as Bonnie Brae Farm for Boys, the House 
of the Holy Comforter, St. Marguerite’s Home for Orphans and many 
other institutions. During World War I sewing and bandage rolling 
were done for the Red Cross; a French war orphan was clothed and sup- 
ported. At Thanksgiving and Christmas, baskets for the needy in this 
community were provided, along with toys for their children. Flowers 
have always been sent to the hospitals at Easter. 


In addition to the work of the auxiliary in mission fields and com- 
munity projects, loyal support has always been given to St. Peter's 
and its needs. Perhaps a few excerpts from the minutes of both groups 
will give an idea of their accomplishments. In the records of the 
Caldwell chapter in 1918 we read “we have the honor of being the 
first to contribute toward the new roof for the rectory’. In 1921 there 
is a note to the effect that the Caldwell chapter was assisting the Men's 
Fellowship in raising funds “for Mr. Kirkby’s new Ford”. In 1922 the 
Essex Fells chapter presented a check for $1,760 to the church treasury 
“to lift the mortgage on the Rectory’. On Easter, 1923, the minutes 
of the Caldwell chapter record with pride that they made an Easter 
offering of $500 to be used for “The Parish House of Essex Fells 
Fund”. The members had earned this money by cake and apron sales, 
card parties and the “‘travelling basket’ (Mrs. Sidney Speer’s idea). 


Both chapters worked diligently toward raising funds for the erection 
of the Parish House and when it was completed, meetings were held 
there. Previous to this, members had held the auxiliary meetings in 
turn in their homes. The first meeting in the new parish house was 
held in April, 1923, and the first luncheon meeting in November. The 
records tell of many gifts by both groups; a sewing machine, a gas 
stove, chairs, cooking utensils, silver, dishes and other useful articles. 


In 1926 Mr. Kirkby called for three joint meetings a year ‘to solve 
problems common to both chapters’. From then on, it became evident 
that at some time not too far distant the two groups would unite. As 
their last project before merging, the Essex Fells group, in 1930, es- 
tablished “The Emily Kent Kirkby Memorial Fund”, in memory of 
their beloved friend who had died in 1929. The interest on this money 
is used for work among the Indians of the Crow Creek Reservation, 
in South Dakota. Mrs. Kirkby, during her lifetime, was deeply in- 
terested in this work. The Caldwell Guild's last gifts to the church 
were the chancel window, as a thank offering in appreciation of Mr. 
Kirkby's long service, installed in time for the Easter services in 1930, 
and the Litany desk. 


In 1930, when Mr. Onderdonk became rector, the two groups 
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united; Mrs. Ruel Warriner was the first president of the combined 
membership. From a very small beginning, the membership has now 
grown to more than a hundred and the average attendance on Tuesday 
mornings is forty members. The good work still continues and within 
the last few years the auxiliary has provided funds for a memorial 
window to Mrs. Mounteney, who from the beginning was an active 
member of both chapters. 


This brief history would not be complete without a list of leaders. 
past and present; if there are omissions, it is regrettable, but the lost 
records are responsible. 


St. Peter's Auxiliary, Essex Fells Chapter, 1914-1930 


Mrs. Douglas Haigh Wise Awe ee Post 

Mrs. A. Lawrence Peirson Mrs. Earl Whitehorne 
Mrs. Howard Cook Mrs. Ruel C. Warriner 
Mrs. Alexander P. White Mrs. John Kirkpatrick 
Mrs. Rudolph C. Blancke Mrs. Oscar Westen 


Mrs. Thomas Yardley 


St. Peter's Guild, Caldwell Chapter, 1914-1930 


Mrs. Ottomar Block Mrs. Stewart Graham 
Mrs. May E. Mounteney Mrs. Sidney Speer 
Mrs. William Maxwell «Mrs. Joseph Phelps 
Mrs. H. Iveson Nutt Mrs. Robert Marsh 


Mrs. William Halliwell 


Woman's Auxiliary, 1930-1947 


Mrs. Ruel C. Warriner Mrs. George A. Kaufmann 
Mrs Louis: Caziarc Mrs. Robert A. Streeter 
Mrs. Douglas Schouler Mrs. Alfred E. Stacey 
Mrs. Thomas Fox Mrs. Edward W. Scherft 


Signed, Margaret N. Lawrence, 
Secretary. 


St. Peter’s Rifle Team 


Some years ago a group of Men's Club members formed a rifle 
team, constructed a range in the church basement, and met once each 
week for rifle practice. In order to qualify for membership in the 
National Rifle Association the team was granted permission to organize 
itself as a club, nominally, to comply with the association's rules. On 
November 3, 1941, the team met at the home of Arthur Armstrong for 
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the purpose of reorganizing. At this meeting, Mr. Armstrong was elect~ 
ed president, in which capacity he served until the annual meeting in 
November, 1942, when he was succeeded by Lawrence Eberhard. 


Accordingly, in 1942, the club affiliated itself with the National 
Rifle Association and during that year, engaged in numerous competi- 
tive matches against nearby rifle clubs. Also, during that year, plans 
were laid for a small arms firing school to instruct men about to be 
drafted, and others interested, in the care and use of the rifle. 


During the administration of Mr. Eberhard (1943) this instruction 
project reached its culmination. A course was given consisting of six 
weeks instruction of two hours a week; this course was repeated four 
times. A total of fifty-seven persons attended, of which number, thirty- 
seven received certificates of qualification. The club is proud of the fact 
that many of the graduates of this course went on into the various 
branches of the armed services, and earned Expert and Sharpshooter 
medals. 


Due to the driving ban during the war shoulder-to-shoulder 
matches against other clubs had to be abandoned. However, the club 
joined the Garden State Rifle League and engaged in ‘postal’ matches 
with the other member clubs. 


At the annual meeting in November, 1943, Mr. Armstrong was 
re-elected to the office of president, in which capacity he served for the 
next two years. During this period the club, in addition to its regular 
activities, held a card party at the Parish House and donated the pro- 
ceeds to the Acolyte Guild of the Church. In the Fall of 1945, the war 
over and gasoline again available, the club again began to participate in 
the Garden State Rifle League and enjoyed an active winter, competing 
in shoulder-to-shoulder matches with member clubs. 


In November, 1945, Paul Brendel was elected president. Under 
his leadership the club participated as a unit for the first time in the 
annual Street Fair; the club range was thrown open to the public and 
proved to be one of the most popular and remunerative features of the 
occasion. During this year the range was also enlarged and improved. 


At the annual meeting in November, 1946, Leonard Shea was 
chosen as leader for the coming year. This year the club is again com- 
peting in the Garden State Rifle League with twenty other clubs and 
looks forward to finishing well up in the first division. Plans are also 
under consideration for developing an outdoor range. 


No record of the St. Peter's Rifle Team would be complete without 
a word of appreciation for the services of H. Iveson Nutt, who served 
faithfully as financial secretary from the club’s inception until the fall of 
1945, when, due to ill health, he felt it necessary to curtail his activities. 


Although it receives comparatively little publicity in this section 
of the country, rifle shooting is a recognized national sport. The St. 
Peter's team gives local devotees an opportunity to engage in their 
favorite activity among congenial companions. 
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Young People’s Fellowship 


Organized in the spring of 1931, the Young People’s Fellowship, 
following the four tenets of the National Youth Commission— De- 
votion, Education, Worship and Service—was one of the first of the 
new parish organizations sponsored by the Reverend Harold R. 
Onderdonk after he came to St. Peter's. The devotional aim is achieved 
in the Evening Prayer service of the church which the fellowship spon- 
sors; the educational aim by listening to addresses of occasional 
speakers; fellowship by visiting, or receiving visits from, similar or- 
ganizations of other churches and in planned recreation; the service aim 
in doing specific work for the parish, either on assignment or on the 
fellowship’s own initiative. 


By December of the first year thirty-five members met regularly in 
the church on Sunday for the evening service; these meetings were 
followed by some form of entertainment in the Parish House or by 
visits to other churches of varying denominations. Membership at that 
time was extended to those between the ages of fifteen and thirty. 
Not long thereafter, with Mike Stillman as chairman of the enter- 
tainment committee, the play “Full House” was produced at the Cald- 
well Women’s Club, directed by Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. Green, the 
proceeds of which were donated to the Parish House Fund. 


In 1933-34 the fellowship listened to a speaker from Spain and an- 
other from Albania and changed the time of its meetings to six in the 
evenings in order to precede them by suppers. On May 18 another 
play, “Mad Hopes”, was successfully produced. In the season of 1934- 
35 the “Queen's Husband” was put on at the Essex Fells School 
under the direction of Park Newton and Mrs. Robert Green. 


The fellowship was discontinued during the next four years, during 
which time the Dramatic Guild was active. It was reorganized in the 
spring of 1939, when it adopted a constitution and by-laws. The mem- 
bership of the reorganized group was forty-nine, and its first outstand- 
ing presentation was that of the Hamilton College Choir at the Grover 
Cleveland High School in Caldwell in March, 1940; by December 
the membership was fifty. In 1941 the practice of having the evening 
services read by members of the Acolyte Guild was begun, the services 
being assisted by a choir consisting of girls from the fellowship. On 
June 6, 1942, the group presented a play, “Yours Truly Willie’, under 
the direction of Mr. and Mrs. P. G. Ori, and in June, 1943, the play 
“Nothing But The Truth’ was given at the Essex Fells School. The 
play for the next year, “Under Twenty-one’, was written by mem- 
bers of the fellowship and directed by Mr. and Mrs. William Y. Dear, 
adult advisors. Later in the season the Verona YPF was visited and 
a party given for Mr. and. Mrs. Dear. 


After the Reverend John Hamblin came to St. Peter's as curate in 
the summer of 1944, he supervised the work of the Young People’s 
Fellowship. In the same year the group took part in the Diocesan Con- 
ference at Madison, N. J.; it was addressed by Hamilcar B. Hanibal, 
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a student at the General Theological Seminary, who spoke on the 
Church's work among the Negro people and by Dr. Gilmore Fisher 
of the Hampton Institute, who also spoke on the work of education 
among the Negroes. That year the fellowship visited many other 
churches including the Cathedral of St. John the Divine in New York, 
held a barn dance, had dinner meetings and, later in the year, gave 
a surprise going-away party for Curate Hamblin. 


In the 1945-46 season the new curate, James McKeown, supervised 
the fellowship. The season was begun with a parents’ night featuring 
a panel discussion. Later the group went to New York to see Tommy 
Dorsey's radio program. It held a barn dance, a Christmas party and 
a going-away party for Curate McKeown. 


Starting with a debt of over one hundred dollars in the season of 
1946-47, the fellowship began its work of eliminating this deficit. The 
production of a play, “Something for Nothing’, directed by Mr. and 
Mrs. Ori, materially aided the project. Among the speakers for that 
season was the Reverend Henri Stienes, a native priest of the church's 
Missionary Diocese of Haiti, who spoke on “The Work of the Church 
among the Haitian People’. 


Fellowship Presidents 


1932022 eee Kenneth Hirsh 1942-43209 oe John Henry 
10335. Renee ees James Hicks 1943-44..Carl A. Bergmann, Jr. 
1939 5a Ae one Beth Maxwell 1944545 eee Marjorie Tyson 
LO4 0B eee eee Homer Clinch 1945-463 ee David Howe 
[O04 eee eee Arthur Armstrong 1946-4:/oeeeee William Trickey 





GEORGE GOODWINE, Sexton 
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Wardens and Vestrymen 


W ardens 
Mererinton White.............-.04.- 1896-1905 
| Sled Oe) It CS (er 1905-1911 
Maries R, Leaycraft................ 1906-1911 
Beerard Wi) Cook. ....c...c2-c-- 1911-1914 
A. Lawrence Peirson................ 1911-1914 (Senior Warden,. 1922-1944; 
Warden Emeritus, 1944.) 
Brora DlOCK 25 ...22.esccet estes, 1915- (Junior Warden, 1921-1944; 
Senior Warden, 1944-.) 
ol ish, 1 O) Eg eg 1945- (Junior Warden, 1945) 
Vestry 
RM evil 3) fF en ey 1896-1905 
Bmore elds. ee dice ce! 1896-1905 
eee Be ledycralti estes oie csc else. 1905-1906 
POMMIPAVTENCE PEIPSON,.,..--e.ccc.2 saececeeeseeecedesecces 1905-1911 
“ coryieies SVEN SA a Ga an 1906-1910 
Reece Vic xwel ls 288 2) Se ek. 1906-1911 
emma VIO UTIECN CY 66 ooo cscocccdSeceoceseesepseceee ane 1907-1914 
rr PPL VON ne ye eae 1907-1911 
hotynic nage EIN Seal Gr oY) cane a 1907-1911, 1915-1918 
Meummrawtord Burns... 2... cee cece 1910-1913 
1 COS gi Aer) ee i ee ee 1911-1917 
ee CmOULCICK Se tee 1912-1919 
err eVY HitehOrne._.i-...s2e0ecee seteeese cee 1912-1925 
ee OL ONS ee nee Ante 1913-1915 
“CL CCUTIRS It Feed Sr Ie Reet anes net Bene ee 1913-1915 
1 ay aid BYTE Te ile eae 1914-1915 
ee ODD anes A oe toe: 1915-1927 
PETER PR ONC eae Oe ee ete Deets aia a 1915-1930 
ME SO) NUE eng fel ste ecco eee sch aceon ca. 1917-1933 
PMA CIN SON eo ek kee ccc 1918-1919( Emeritus, 1919) 
CLUES AA NG SG (9 gi a nn 1919-1935 
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RuelS Bee Warrinéer ee eee 1919-1928 


Horaces Glevelancd gee 1925-1926 
Ay Ey. Clarkehet ee ee ee 1926-1935 
A. Brice: Browne ee 1927-1934 
Oscars MM: Westen: =. :2 ee ee 1928-1934 
Walter Koempel ia ee ee 1930-1933 
BJSCotts Miles eee 2 ee 1933-1936 
Arthur We Badgley. ee 1933-1936 
Austin® Br oay rete. ee LOST AUS, 
Maltolme Be W oolléy aeons es 193471957 
Ed ward R SeIN€|SO 1 aeee ee area eee 1935-1938 
PiailipaVit® Biya ee eee 1935-1938 
severmnAy . Millérqcee ee eee 1936-1939 
Oscar Me Bate 2 e- = eee e 1936-1939 
John’ Ge Morgans: te ener ee 1937-1940 
Horacesle tN cBrairsecs seer 1937-1940 
| 2h wAV Eqlesons 2 ee eee 1938-1941 
HaroldvAvsBreeng ee eee 1938-1941 
Robert RP oanborie es en 1939-1942 
James NW Glin chi ee eee 1939-1942 
Donald} Ereem~an ess eee eee oe 1940-1943 
Bar bactlettsbleaddenss geese 1940-1943 
Willams El annals eee see ee 1941-1944 
@arl A SBerqmannes. = eee 1941-1944 
Robert sw, Proom ene eee eee 1942-1945 
‘homas<A omit hy) ree reer ee ee 1942-1945 
@harless Meester ean nee 1943-1946 
Clifordiss Evans25 ee eee 1943-1946 
William. SW artic ese ee ee eee 1944- 

Ed wing Ro 1D RG xe eee 1944- 

Gy Ludtordeblarvey, 2a es 1945- 

‘Thomas Hewso terse cae ae eee eee ee 1945- 

Edward’) Me Sotith eens ge ee nee ene 1946- 

WaltersFy GChristensonsess =e eee 1946- 

Caryl iG. Howell 1947- 

JuAgthur by incline eee 1947- 

John” Bet Rogers ii. aee eee 194 7- 
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Lhe Future of St. Peter’s 


I am happy to have been asked to write this chapter of the 
Fiftieth Anniversary Book, not because it is the final chapter of the 
story of fifty years of growth but because this is actually the introduc- 
tion to what will be a challenging, and should be a fruitful, future. 
Fifty years in the life of the Church is but a moment; a half century o! 
progress is of great importance to a parish. With the experience of the 
past we build for the future. 


Starting as a small mission St. Peter's Church has grown into a 
substantial parish. The communicants, by their faithfulness and sin- 
cerity over the years, have been a source of inspiration to the church's 
leaders who, for their part, have endeavored to guide the parish with 
energy, vision and wisdom. We are indebted to these communicants 
and willingly assume our responsibility to push forward to make our 
parish of greater service to God, the Church and the community. 


We must have vision. ‘Where there is no vision, the people perish”. 
But the vision of what we are to be should be made a reality by 
planning. Together we should survey the needs of our expanded 
parish and then deliberately and wisely determine what should be done 
to make real our concept of what St. Peter's ought to be. 


Some will say that the most important need is an enlarged building 
to house and to care for the work of the Church School. Others will feei 
that recreational facilities for our youth are of primary importance. 
Many will urge that we need a new church, one that will provide not 
only a larger nave to permit the seating of a larger congregation but 
also a more adequate chancel and sanctuary. 


Whatever our decision may be, this we know. We must start on 
a building program if we are to be faithful to the Church. What our 
first step shall be will be decided at a meeting of the parish. Let us 
enter with joy into the work with a full knowledge and assurance that 
if we labor together with no thought of self but rather with only one 
purpose— to build for Christ, a stronger parish’, God will bless 
what we do, and He will guide and strengthen us as we work. 


HAROLD R. ONDERDONK, 


Rector. 
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Parish Statistics 


(Taken from reports of St. Peter's Church in 
Journals 1897 to 1947, Diocese of Newark) 
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